
Journal of Namibian Studies, 33 S2 (2023): 6592-6602    ISSN: 2197-5523 (online) 

 

6592 
 

The Significance Of Christian Missions In 

Facilitating Social Transition In Tirupattur 

District 
 

 

B. NAVEEN KUMAR 1 , Dr. C. JEYA PAUL (On Deputation) 2 

 
1Ph. D. Research Scholar, (Full Time) Department of History, 

Annamalai University 

Annamalai Nagar Email: Navi6005@gmail.com 

 
2Assistant Professor, Department of History Arignar Anna 

Government Arts College Vadachennimalai, Attur- 636121, 

 

Abstract 

This abstract delves into the impactful role of Christian missions 

in driving social transition in Tirupattur district, India. It traces 

the historical evolution of these missions, highlighting their 

contributions in education, healthcare, and social justice. 

Through qualitative analysis, the study demonstrates how 

Christian missions empower marginalized communities, address 

contemporary issues like poverty and discrimination, and foster 

social cohesion. Despite challenges, including allegations of 

cultural imposition, missions engage in dialogue and respect 

diversity. Overall, this research underscores the enduring 

significance of Christian missions in Tirupattur's social 

development, advocating for collaborative efforts towards 

sustainable change.  

Keywords: Christian missions, social transition, Tirupattur 

district, Education, Healthcare. 

 

Introduction 

In the region of North Arcot, Christian missions have played a 

pivotal role in driving social transition. This essay delves into the 

multifaceted role that Christian missions have assumed in 

catalyzing societal changes within the North Arcot community. To 

comprehend the contemporary impact of Christian missions in 

North Arcot, it is imperative to delve into the historical backdrop. 
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Since their inception in the region, Christian missions have not only 

propagated religious teachings but have also actively engaged in 

socio-economic and educational endeavors. These efforts have 

been instrumental in shaping the societal fabric of North Arcot 

over the years. One of the fundamental contributions of Christian 

missions to social transition in North Arcot has been their emphasis 

on education and literacy. By establishing schools, colleges, and 

educational institutions, Christian missions have empowered the 

local populace with knowledge and skills. This has not only 

elevated literacy rates but has also equipped individuals to actively 

participate in the changing dynamics of the society. Christian 

missions have also significantly contributed to healthcare 

development in North Arcot. Through the establishment of 

hospitals, clinics, and medical outreach programs, they have 

addressed prevalent health issues and improved healthcare 

accessibility for the marginalized sections of society. By promoting 

healthcare awareness and providing medical services, Christian 

missions have contributed to enhancing the overall well-being of 

the community. Beyond education and healthcare, Christian 

missions have been actively involved in various social welfare 

initiatives. They have championed causes such as poverty 

alleviation, women's empowerment, and community 

development. By initiating vocational training programs, 

microfinance schemes, and skill development workshops, Christian 

missions have empowered individuals to break the cycle of poverty 

and contribute meaningfully to society. Christian missions have 

also served as catalysts for cultural exchange and integration in 

North Arcot. Through their interactions with diverse communities 

and ethnic groups, they have fostered understanding, tolerance, 

and harmony. This has helped in bridging cultural divides and 

promoting social cohesion within the region Christian missions in 

facilitating social transition in North Arcot cannot be overstated. 

From education and healthcare to social welfare and cultural 

integration, Christian missions have left an indelible mark on the 

societal landscape of North Arcot. As agents of positive change, 

they continue to strive towards creating a more equitable, 

inclusive and prosperous society for all inhabitants of North Arcot. 

The Impact of Christian Missions on Social Transition in Tirupattur 

District 



Journal of Namibian Studies, 33 S2 (2023): 6592-6602    ISSN: 2197-5523 (online) 

 

6594 
 

Christian missions have long been recognized for their 

significant contributions to social development, particularly in 

regions where marginalized communities face systemic challenges. 

Tirupattur district, located in the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 

India, stands as a testament to the transformative impact of 

Christian missions on societal progress. Over the years, Christian 

missions in Tirupattur have played a crucial role in driving social 

transition by addressing various socio-economic disparities and 

advocating for the rights of the underprivileged By delving into the 

historical evolution of these missions and examining their 

contemporary initiatives, this study seeks to elucidate the 

multifaceted ways in which Christian missions have contributed to 

the socio-economic upliftment and empowerment of communities 

in the region. Tirupattur district boasts a rich history intertwined 

with the presence of Christian missions, dating back to the colonial 

era. Missionaries, driven by a sense of altruism and religious 

conviction, established educational institutions, healthcare 

facilities, and social welfare organizations across the district. These 

institutions not only provided essential services but also became 

catalysts for social change by empowering individuals through 

education, healthcare access, and skill development programs. 

Moreover, Christian missions in Tirupattur have been at the 

forefront of addressing contemporary social issues such as 

poverty, caste discrimination, and gender inequality. Through 

grassroots initiatives, advocacy campaigns, and community 

outreach programs, these missions have worked tirelessly to 

alleviate the plight of the marginalized and promote social 

cohesion within the district. However, the role of Christian 

missions in Tirupattur is not without its challenges and 

controversies. Accusations of cultural imposition and religious 

conversions have sometimes overshadowed their benevolent 

efforts By shedding light on the enduring significance of Christian 

missions in Tirupattur's social development, this research seeks to 

underscore the importance of collaborative efforts between 

religious institutions, governmental agencies, and local 

communities in achieving sustainable social change. Through a 

comprehensive analysis of historical data, scholarly literature, and 

field observations, this study endeavors to provide valuable 

insights into the role of Christian missions in driving social 

transition and promoting inclusive development in Tirupattur 

district. 
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The Arcot Mission's Compassion and Collaboration 

The Reformed Church in America (RCA) stands as a significant 

Reformed Protestant denomination, with a notable presence in 

both Canada and the United States. Boasting approximately 

152,317 members, its roots trace back to 1628 when it served as 

the North American branch of the Dutch Reformed Church. Over 

the centuries, the RCA has evolved into a prominent entity within 

the religious landscape, actively engaging in various ecumenical 

endeavors. As a testament to its commitment to unity within the 

broader Christian community, the RCA holds membership in 

esteemed organizations such as the National Council of Churches, 

the World Council of Churches (WCC), Christian Churches United, 

and the World Reformed Churches (WCRC). Furthermore, 

segments of the denomination participate in alliances such as the 

National Association of Evangelicals, the Canadian Council of 

Churches, and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. 

In a demonstration of its dedication to fostering 

interdenominational harmony, the RCA maintains full communion 

with several other Christian bodies, including the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, the Presbyterian Church (USA), and 

the United Church of Christ. Additionally, it shares a 

denominational partnership with the Christian Reformed Church in 

North America, affirming its commitment to collaborative ministry 

efforts. One noteworthy mission endeavor of the Reformed 

Church in America is the Orchard Mission situated in Arcot, Tamil 

Nadu, India. Established in 1851 by the Scudder family, led by John 

Scudder Sr., this mission was founded with a dual purpose: to 

provide essential medical aid and to propagate the message of 

Christ's love through healthcare services. Notably, prior to India's 

independence, the Arcot Mission garnered recognition for its 

provision of high-quality education and medical care to 

marginalized communities. 

` The genesis of the Arcot Mission can be traced back to the 

arrival of John and Harriet Scudder in India in 1819, marking the 

initiation of missionary efforts in the region. Subsequently, in 1846, 

amid a cholera epidemic, the Scudders' pivotal role in providing 

medical assistance laid the groundwork for the establishment of 

the Arcot mission under the auspices of the Reformed Church. By 

1851, formal authorization for the mission's establishment was 

granted, with organizational efforts culminating in 1853. Central to 
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the mission's ethos was the involvement of the Scudder family 

members, particularly Henry Martin Scudder, who spearheaded 

the endeavor alongside his brothers.  

The mission served as a pioneering example of familial 

involvement in missionary work, boasting significant participation 

from relatives in its operations. Despite prevailing societal 

challenges, including the rigid caste system, the mission remained 

steadfast in its commitment to promoting Christian ideals while 

respecting local customs. Integral to the mission's success were the 

stringent guidelines set forth for prospective converts, 

emphasizing the renunciation of caste affiliations as a prerequisite 

for acceptance into the Christian fold. Additionally, despite initial 

restrictions on female missionary participation, the vital 

contributions of women, including the wives of the founding 

members, were instrumental in the mission's establishment and 

sustenance. Over time, the Arcot Mission flourished, witnessing 

significant growth in its membership and outreach efforts. By 

1950, it claimed a substantial number of Indian converts, 

exemplifying its profound impact within the local community. 

However, post-independence restrictions on missionary activities 

in India posed new challenges, necessitating innovative 

approaches to continue the mission's legacy of service and 

evangelism the Reformed Church in America's Arcot Mission 

stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of missionary zeal and 

collaborative ministry efforts. Through its unwavering 

commitment to holistic outreach and interdenominational 

cooperation, the mission has left an indelible mark on the religious 

landscape of India, embodying the transformative power of faith-

driven service and compassion. From the 16th century onwards, a 

multitude of missionaries embarked on a mission to disseminate 

Christianity among the inhabitants of Tamil Country. Noteworthy 

among these were the Madura Mission (Catholic), the Tranquebar 

Mission (Royal Danish Mission), the Society for the Propagation of 

Christian Knowledge (SPCK), the Anglican Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), the London Missionary Society 

(LMS), the Church Mission Society (CMS), the Wesleyan Methodist 

Missionary Society (WMMS), among others. These missionaries 

represented various denominations including Catholic, Protestant, 

and Seventh-day Adventist. Despite their diverse backgrounds, 

they assimilated into the cultural and social fabric of Tamil Country, 

offering invaluable service for the betterment of society while 



Journal of Namibian Studies, 33 S2 (2023): 6592-6602    ISSN: 2197-5523 (online) 

 

6597 
 

deeply embedding Christianity within the region. Their 

contributions spanned across education, healthcare, and social 

welfare sectors. Despite their native tongues being English and 

other European languages, these missionaries displayed a 

profound interest in mastering the Tamil language. Many among 

them emerged as distinguished Tamil scholars, significantly 

enriching the language. Their close rapport with the local 

populace, marked by compassion and a genuine desire to alleviate 

the plight of the underprivileged, garnered widespread recognition 

and respect. 

Christian Missionaries and the Arcot Mission  

The selfless dedication of Christian missionaries transcended 

caste, creed, and class boundaries, particularly in the realms of 

education and healthcare, earning them widespread admiration 

and gratitude. Notably, Christianity gained a foothold in the North 

Arcot District due to the favorable conditions provided by rulers 

such as the Portuguese, Mughal ruler Akbar, Tirumala Nayak, 

Queen Mangammal of Madurai, and Kathirava Narasmiah Raj 

Udayar of Mysore, who extended their patronage to Christian 

priests and their endeavors. One pivotal figure in this narrative was 

Venkatapathy Deva Rayalu of Vijayanagar, who annexed the 

kingdom of Vellore in 1604. Rayalu's patronage facilitated the 

establishment of Jesuit priests in his court, initially at Chandragiri 

and later at Vellore, where they were granted permission to 

construct a church within the Vellore Fort. However, the recall of 

the first Portuguese Jesuits by King Philip III due to their 

misconduct impeded the evangelization process. The adaptation 

of Indian customs by Christian missionaries was evident in the 

courts of King Rayalu, particularly in Chandragiri and later in 

Vellore. The organization of the Arcot Mission followed shortly 

after Rayalu's reign, with the Arcot Classis being formally 

constituted. Dr. John Scudder, though not officially a member, 

played a pivotal role in shaping the mission's policies, being among 

the charter members of the Classis of Arcot and its inaugural 

President. 

Missionaries 

It is pertinent to further expound upon the contributions of the 

missionaries, who have been somewhat overlooked in this 

account. Dr. Henry Scudder, in conjunction with Dr. William 
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Scudder, stands at the forefront of the mission's narrative. These 

two individuals not only shared a fraternal bond but also 

exemplified unity and unwavering dedication to their shared 

mission. Much like the apostles sent out by God in pairs, the 

Scudder brothers—Henry and William, Samuel and Joseph, Ezekiel 

and Jared, Silas and John—worked together in pairs. The initial 

duo, Henry and William, complemented each other in a 

remarkable manner. While Henry possessed profound erudition, 

William was endowed with great sagacity; Henry's impulsive 

nature found equilibrium in William's composed and judicious 

demeanor. Thus, during the nascent stages of the mission, these 

brothers, with disparate gifts but unified spirit, filled in each 

other's gaps, laying a firm foundation upon which subsequent 

generations could build. Following Dr. Henry's departure, Dr. 

William continued his service with the mission for several years, 

assuming roles of considerable responsibility as its Secretary and 

Treasurer. After leaving the mission board in 1874, he served as 

the esteemed Pastor of the first Church of Glastonbury, Conn., only 

to return in 1884, dedicating the final years of his life to the mission 

to which he had devoted his youth. Mrs. William Scudder, a 

stalwart companion in the missionary field for many years, 

currently resides in Glastonbury and has recently authored a 

significant work on missions, garnering widespread acclaim. 

The second pair of brothers, Joseph and Samuel, 

embarked on their missionary journey after studying together at 

the Theological Seminary in New Brunswick, N. J. However, tragedy 

struck as Samuel passed away while completing his theological 

studies, leaving Joseph to carry the torch alone. Ezekiel and Jared, 

having also studied together, arrived in India as a duo. Ezekiel's 

dedicated service spanned twenty-one years until familial 

obligations led him back to America in 1876, where he assumed 

pastoral duties. Known for his saintly character and scholarly 

pursuits, Ezekiel played a pivotal role in establishing thriving village 

churches, leaving an indelible mark on the mission. Dr. Jared, the 

sole surviving brother, boasts the longest tenure among them, 

with nearly fifty years of service to the Arcot Mission. Silas and 

John, the final pair, both received their education at the college in 

New Brunswick. Dr. John, remembered fondly by many, served 

alongside Dr. Silas in Ranipett before assuming significant roles in 

Vellore, where he passed away in 1900 after nearly forty years of 

dedicated service. His legacy endures, commemorated by his 
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spouse's enduring commitment to the Arcot Mission. In recounting 

the endeavors of these missionaries, it becomes evident that their 

collective efforts, characterized by resilience, faithfulness, and 

scholarly pursuits, have profoundly shaped the mission's 

trajectory, leaving an enduring legacy that continues to inspire 

generations. 

The Church of Scotland Mission's  

In February 1796, within the auspices of the Church of Scotland, 

two pivotal Missionary societies emerged the Glasgow and the 

Scottish Missionary Societies. Notably, in 1822, the latter 

dispatched Reverend Donald Mitchell to Western India, where he 

arrived in January 1823, albeit succumbing to mortality a mere 

eight months thereafter. Concurrently, three additional laborers, 

namely Reverends John Cooper, James Mitchell, and Alexander 

Crawford, arrived shortly before Mitchell's demise, followed by 

Reverend John Stevenson in February 1824. Departing from 

Bombay, these missionaries initially toiled in the Southern Concan, 

though encountering limited prospects, prompting the relocation 

of the mission to Bombay circa 1829, subsequently extending to 

the occupation of Poona in 1831, with prior fields of endeavor 

relinquished. Meanwhile, John Anderson assumed the mantle of 

missionary for the Church of Scotland in India, pioneering higher 

education in South India by establishing the renowned Christian 

College. Inspired by the missionary zeal of Alexander Tough, 

Anderson's mission pivoted around the primacy of education, 

particularly English education, albeit intertwined with the 

dissemination of biblical truths.  

In the face of parental entreaties to segregate biblical 

teachings from academic instruction, Anderson resolutely 

maintained the integrity of his pedagogical approach, steadfast in 

the belief that biblical precepts constituted the bedrock of 

existence. Consequently, numerous students underwent spiritual 

transformations, embracing Christianity despite vehement 

opposition. Undeterred by censure, Anderson conscientiously 

challenged prevailing social and caste inequities, advocating 

fervently for women's education and fostering spiritual 

enlightenment through his publication, the Native Herald. The 

enduring legacy of Anderson finds expression in the Anderson 

Church (Kirk) in Chennai, a testament to his unwavering 

commitment to ministry and an enduring call to action, beckoning 
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all to participate in the noble endeavor of enlightening hearts and 

minds through literacy. 

The Danish Missionary Society 

Established on June 17th, 1821, the Danish Missionary Society 

(DMS) finds its roots in the vision of Danish minister Bone Falk 

Ronne, who served as the vicar at Lyngby, situated approximately 

12 kilometers north of Copenhagen. Despite its humble 

beginnings, the society, under Ronne's leadership until his demise 

in 1833, experienced a slow initial progression. During its nascent 

years, the DMS lacked its own missionary field, channeling its 

resources instead towards supporting missions in Greenland and 

the endeavors of the Basel Missionary Society in what is now 

known as Ghana, a former Danish colony in Africa. Ronne 

dedicated significant efforts to garnering support and 

understanding for the missionary cause, publishing numerous 

articles in the Danish Missionary Magazine. However, these 

endeavors yielded minimal interest, primarily due to the 

reluctance of the Grundtvigians to back the cause, leading to a 

protracted period of sluggish advancement. 

The Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Mission 

The Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Mission traces its origins 

to the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and 

other States, established by Saxon immigrants in Chicago, United 

States of America. Founded on April 26th, 1847, this institution later 

evolved into the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LC-MS). The 

catalyst for their migration to America was predominantly 

religious, spurred by a desire to escape the prevailing rationalism 

in their native Germany during the mid-nineteenth century. 

The foray of the Missouri Mission into India was 

precipitated by shifting political dynamics in Japan and the Sino-

Japanese war, prompting the missionaries to pivot towards India. 

Upon learning of the expulsion of missionaries Rev. Karl Theodore 

Naether and Rev. Franz Mohn from the Leipzig Evangelical 

Lutheran India Mission, the Missouri Synod in the United States 

swiftly extended an invitation to them. Following thorough 

examination and approval for missionary work in India, they were 

welcomed into the fold of the Missouri Synod. Subsequently, an 

official call was extended to them, and they were commissioned as 
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the first foreign missionaries of the Missouri Synod to India on 

October 14th, 1894, during the western district convention at 

Immanuel Church in St. Charles, Missouri. Upon receiving clear 

directives regarding preaching, teaching, and tract distribution, 

they embarked on their mission, guided by the principle of 

avoiding infringement upon territories already occupied by other 

missions. Accepting the call, they returned to Germany, with Rev. 

Karl Gustav Theodore Naether being the first to set sail for India, 

arriving in Tuticorin on January 20th, 1895. Establishing their base 

in Krishnagiri, they sought permission from Rev. Charles George 

Marshall, the area promoter of the London Missionary Society, to 

commence their work. Thus, Krishnagiri, located in the Dharmapuri 

district, became the inaugural mission station of the Missouri 

Evangelical Lutheran India Mission, later known as the India 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Christian missions play a significant role in 

facilitating social transition in Tirupattur District. Through their 

various initiatives in education, healthcare, community 

development, and advocacy for social justice, Christian missions 

have been instrumental in uplifting marginalized communities, 

promoting inclusivity, and fostering positive change. By addressing 

societal challenges and promoting values of compassion, equality, 

and empowerment, Christian missions contribute to the holistic 

development of individuals and communities in Tirupattur District. 

Their efforts not only improve the quality of life for residents but 

also foster a more cohesive and equitable society. As such, the 

presence and contributions of Christian missions in Tirupattur 

District are invaluable in driving social progress and fostering a 

brighter future for all residents.  
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