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Abstract 

This study investigates the legislative endeavors of Dravidian 

parties in India, specifically focusing on their efforts to protect 

and advance women's rights. Dravidian parties, with their 

historical roots in the southern states of India, have played a 

significant role in shaping the socio-political landscape of the 

region. Despite their prominence, there exists a gap in 

understanding the specific legislative actions undertaken by 

these parties to address issues related to women's rights. 

Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, this research examines the 

legislative records, policy initiatives, and discourse surrounding 

women's rights within the platforms of Dravidian parties. 

Through a comprehensive analysis of relevant laws, bills, and 

parliamentary debates, the study aims to discern patterns, 

trends, and discrepancies in the legislative agenda pertaining to 

women's rights. Ultimately, this research seeks to shed light on 

the evolving dynamics of political representation and 

governance in the pursuit of gender justice within the Dravidian 

political landscape. 

Key Words: Women's rights, Safeguarding, Gender equality, 

Gender justice, Empowerment. 

 

Introduction  

In the complex landscape of Indian politics, the Dravidian parties 

have emerged as significant players, wielding considerable 
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influence in the southern states of Tamil Nadu and parts of Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, and Kerala. Renowned for their progressive 

ideologies and fervent advocacy for social justice, Dravidian parties 

have historically championed the cause of women's rights. This 

paper embarks on a comprehensive examination of the legislative 

endeavors undertaken by Dravidian parties to safeguard and 

empower women within their respective states. Over the decades, 

these parties have actively pursued legislative reforms aimed at 

dismantling patriarchal structures and advancing the status of 

women in society. From enacting progressive laws to 

implementing groundbreaking policies, Dravidian parties have left 

an indelible mark on the legal landscape concerning women's 

rights. legislative initiatives undertaken by Dravidian parties, 

analyzing key enactments such as the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of 

Harassment of Women Act, 1998, and the Andhra Pradesh 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

Moreover, it aims to scrutinize the efficacy of these laws in 

addressing the multifaceted challenges faced by women, including 

gender-based violence, discrimination, and economic 

disenfranchisement. Furthermore, this study will explore the 

intersectionality of caste, class, and gender within the context of 

Dravidian politics, examining how these factors influence the 

formulation and implementation of policies related to women's 

rights. By adopting an interdisciplinary approach, encompassing 

political science, sociology, and legal studies, this research 

endeavors to provide a nuanced understanding of the complexities 

surrounding gender justice in Dravidian-led states aspires to shed 

light on the commendable efforts of Dravidian parties in 

championing women's rights through legislative means while 

critically evaluating the successes, challenges, and future 

prospects of their endeavors in fostering a more inclusive and 

equitable society. Through this examination, we aim to contribute 

to the ongoing discourse on gender equality and legislative 

activism in India's vibrant political landscape. 

The Beginnings of Feminism in Tamil Nadu 

The feminist movement in Tamil Nadu boasts a rich and storied 

history, characterized by remarkable women who fervently 

championed the cause of gender equality and women's rights. This 

essay seeks to chronicle the pioneers of feminist movements in 

Tamil Nadu and illuminate their profound contributions to the 

broader struggle for gender equality in India. Through an 
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exploration of their lives, ideologies, and the socio-political 

contexts in which they operated, we can glean insights into the 

evolution of feminist thought and activism in this region. 

 

Social Reform Movements 

Tamil Nadu's culture, distinct from the Vedic ideology prevalent in 

other parts of India, fostered unique social reform movements. In 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries, figures like Rukmini 

Lakshmipathi, Avvaiyar, Muvalur Rama Mirtham Ammaiyar, 

Dharmambal Ammaiyar, and Muthulakshmi Reddy led efforts to 

challenge societal injustices against women. These early reformers 

vehemently opposed practices such as the Devadasi system, which 

enslaved women in temple service, and advocated for women's 

education and empowerment. Additionally, political and social 

movements rooted in Dravidian ideology emerged in the 1920s, 

with a focus on advancing women's rights. 

 

Indomitable Role of Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy 

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy occupies a prominent place in the annals 

of women's liberation in India. Born on July 30, 1886, in 

Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu, she defied the conservative norms of her 

time to pursue higher education, graduating from Madras Medical 

College in 1912 as the first woman to earn a medical degree. Her 

groundbreaking medical career included the establishment of the 

Adyar Cancer Institute, where she tirelessly worked to improve 

women's healthcare. Dr. Reddy's advocacy extended beyond 

medicine; she ardently fought against practices detrimental to 

women's well-being, such as child marriage and the Devadasi 

system. Her efforts culminated in the passage of the Devadasi 

Abolition Act in 1947, aimed at eradicating the exploitation of 

young girls in temple service. Additionally, she founded the Avvai 

Home, providing education and shelter to destitute girls.  

In the political arena, Dr. Reddy blazed trails as the first 

woman elected to the Madras Legislative Council in 1927. Her 

tenure saw the enactment of the Legalized Prostitution 

Suppression Act in 1930, safeguarding women from exploitation in 

the name of prostitution. Her subsequent appointment to the 

Madras Legislative Assembly further solidified her role as a staunch 

advocate for women's rights and social reform. Dr. Muthulakshmi 

Reddy's contributions endure as a testament to her unwavering 

commitment to women's liberation. Her pioneering spirit, coupled 

with her dedication to healthcare, education, and advocacy, laid a 
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formidable foundation for the women's rights movement in India. 

She remains an iconic figure, inspiring future generations to pursue 

gender equality and social justice with determination and 

resilience. 

 

Role of Moovalur Ramamirtham for Women movement in Tamil 

Nadu  

Moovalur Ramamirtham stands as a towering figure in the 

landscape of social activism and reform in Tamil Nadu, India, 

particularly renowned for her profound contributions to the 

women's movement within the state during the mid-20th century. 

Ramamirtham's advocacy encompassed a broad spectrum of 

issues, ranging from women's rights to gender equality and social 

reform, leaving an indelible mark on Tamil Nadu's societal fabric. 

At the heart of Ramamirtham's activism was her unwavering belief 

in the transformative power of education. She fervently 

championed women's education, recognizing it as the cornerstone 

of empowerment. Through tireless efforts, Ramamirtham worked 

to dismantle barriers to education for girls and women, striving to 

create pathways for their intellectual and personal growth. Central 

to Ramamirtham's advocacy agenda was her staunch support for 

widow remarriage, a deeply entrenched taboo in traditional Indian 

society. She challenged prevailing social norms that marginalized 

widows, advocating for their right to pursue a second chance at 

marriage. Ramamirtham's advocacy in this realm was instrumental 

in fostering societal acceptance and legal recognition of widow 

remarriage. 

In addition to her efforts in education and widow 

remarriage, Ramamirtham played a pivotal role in the temple entry 

movement, which sought to dismantle caste-based restrictions 

and enable marginalized communities, including women, to access 

and worship in temples. Her unwavering commitment to social 

justice catalyzed significant strides towards dismantling 

discriminatory practices within religious spaces. Ramamirtham's 

vision extended beyond social reform to encompass economic and 

political empowerment for women. She actively promoted 

women's participation in cottage industries and economic 

activities, recognizing economic independence as a cornerstone of 

empowerment. Furthermore, Ramamirtham advocated for legal 

reforms to combat the scourge of child marriage, tirelessly raising 

awareness about its detrimental impact on young girls' lives. 
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In her quest for gender equality, Ramamirtham also 

advocated for women's political participation, championing their 

right to vote and engage in political processes. She understood 

that political empowerment was indispensable for achieving 

substantive gender equality and societal transformation. Beyond 

her activism, Ramamirtham wielded the power of the written word 

as a prolific writer, utilizing her literary works to raise awareness 

about women's issues and social reform. Her writings served as 

potent instruments of advocacy, shaping public discourse and 

galvanizing support for the women's movement. Moovalur 

Ramamirtham's tireless efforts and unwavering commitment to 

women's rights and social reform have left an indelible legacy on 

Tamil Nadu's societal landscape. Her pioneering contributions 

have paved the way for greater gender equality and the 

empowerment of women in the region, cementing her place as a 

revered figure in the annals of Tamil Nadu's history. Her enduring 

legacy continues to inspire and resonate as a testament to the 

transformative power of advocacy and activism in advancing social 

justice and equality. 

 

Legislative Initiatives of Dravidian Parties 

Dravidian parties have played a significant role in shaping the 

socio-political landscape of South India, particularly Tamil Nadu 

and parts of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and Kerala. These parties, 

with their ideological roots grounded in social justice and equality, 

have often been at the forefront of advocating for women's rights.. 

By examining the historical context, key legislative measures, 

challenges faced, and their impact on women's empowerment, 

this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 

role played by Dravidian parties in advancing women's rights in the 

region. Dravidian parties, rooted in the principles of social justice 

and anti-Brahmanism, have been pivotal in shaping the political 

landscape of South India. With a focus on upliftment of 

marginalized sections of society, including women, these parties 

have initiated various legislative measures aimed at safeguarding 

women's rights.  

The emergence of Dravidian politics in the early 20th 

century was marked by a fervent desire to challenge the hegemony 

of upper-caste dominance and advocate for social equality. 

Leaders such as E.V. Ramasamy Periyar and C.N. Annadurai laid the 

groundwork for Dravidian ideology, emphasizing the 
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empowerment of marginalized communities, including women. 

The Justice Party, later transformed into the Dravidar Kazhagam 

(DK) and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), spearheaded 

various social reform movements that addressed issues such as 

women's education, widow remarriage, and property rights. 

Dravidian parties have introduced several legislative measures 

aimed at safeguarding women's rights. These include laws 

addressing issues such as dowry, domestic violence, property 

rights, and political representation.  

The DMK, during its tenure in Tamil Nadu, implemented 

progressive policies such as the Women's Reservation Bill, 

providing reservation for women in local bodies. Additionally, 

initiatives like the Cradle Baby Scheme aimed at combating female 

infanticide and promoting adoption of female children. Despite the 

legislative efforts, challenges persist in effectively implementing 

and enforcing these laws. Patriarchal attitudes, bureaucratic 

hurdles, and socio-cultural barriers continue to impede women's 

access to justice and equal rights. Critics argue that while Dravidian 

parties have made significant strides in legislating for women's 

rights, more concerted efforts are needed to address deep-rooted 

gender inequalities and discrimination.  

The legislative efforts of Dravidian parties have 

undoubtedly contributed to the advancement of women's rights in 

South India. Increased representation in political institutions, 

access to education and healthcare, and greater awareness of 

gender issues are some of the tangible outcomes. However, 

sustained efforts are necessary to address persisting challenges 

and ensure comprehensive gender equality. Future directions may 

involve strengthening implementation mechanisms, enhancing 

legal literacy, and fostering grassroots movements for women's 

empowerment the legislative efforts of Dravidian parties in 

safeguarding women's rights reflect their commitment to social 

justice and equality. While significant progress has been made, 

challenges persist, necessitating continuous engagement and 

advocacy. By critically analyzing the legislative landscape and its 

impact on women's lives. In Tamil Nadu, the issue of reservation 

for women in local bodies has been a significant aspect of political 

discourse and legislative initiatives. Dravidian parties, particularly 

the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and the All India Anna 

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), have played key roles in 
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advocating for and implementing reservations for women in local 

governance bodies. 

 Introduction of Reservation Policy: The reservation policy 

for women in local bodies was first introduced in Tamil 

Nadu in the early 1990s. The DMK government, under the 

leadership of M. Karunanidhi, was instrumental in 

implementing this policy. Subsequently, the AIADMK 

government, led by J. Jayalalithaa, also supported and 

continued this reservation policy. 

 Reservation Percentage: Initially, the reservation 

percentage for women in local bodies was set at 30%. This 

meant that 30% of seats in panchayats and municipalities 

were reserved for women candidates. 

 Expansion of Reservation Percentage: Over the years, 

there have been efforts to expand the reservation 

percentage for women in local bodies. The Tamil Nadu 

government, under various administrations, has 

periodically increased the reservation percentage to 

further enhance women's representation in local 

governance. 

 Implementation and Enforcement: Both the DMK and 

AIADMK governments have actively implemented and 

enforced the reservation policy for women in local bodies. 

This includes conducting elections with reserved seats and 

ensuring that women candidates have the opportunity to 

contest and hold elected positions. 

 Impact on Women's Empowerment: The reservation 

policy has had a significant impact on women's 

empowerment in Tamil Nadu. It has provided women with 

opportunities for political participation and leadership at 

the grassroots level. Women elected to local bodies have 

been able to address issues affecting their communities, 

advocate for women's rights, and contribute to local 

development initiatives. 

 Challenges and Criticisms: While the reservation policy has 

been largely successful, there have also been challenges 

and criticisms. Some critics argue that simply reserving 

seats for women may not be enough to ensure their 

meaningful participation and influence in decision-making 

processes. There have also been concerns about the need 

for greater representation of women from marginalized 
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communities within the reserved seats. Overall, the 

reservation policy for women in local bodies in Tamil Nadu, 

championed by Dravidian parties, has been a significant 

step towards promoting gender equality and women's 

empowerment in the state's grassroots governance 

structures. 

Empowerment and Challenges: Women's Property Rights in 

Tamil Nadu 

According to the provisional Census of India 2011, the female 

population in Tamil Nadu stands at 3, 59,80,087. However, the 

determination of property rights for women in Tamil Nadu is 

contingent upon various factors including their religion, marital 

status, regional origin, tribal or non-tribal status, among others. 

Historical studies have extensively examined the evolution of 

religious property rights and how state interventions and other 

agencies have redefined these rights over time. The focus of this 

study shifts towards customary rights, specifically the property 

rights granted to women in different districts of Tamil Nadu under 

local customs, in contrast to those granted under traditional legal 

systems.  Evidence from South India, particularly the Tamil Nadu 

region, suggests that women historically possessed significantly 

stronger property rights than what is prescribed in legal texts. Even 

jurists of the time were cognizant of the gap between prescribed 

rights and customary practices. Women not only owned property 

but also had the authority to transfer their assets, whether 

monetary or land-based, through gifts or sales. For instance, tenth-

century inscriptions document instances of land being gifted to 

women, establishing their property rights or stridhanam, 

underscoring the recognition of women's land ownership  

The State Government has implemented several provisions 

aimed at facilitating easier access to property for women, as 

evidenced by the amendments made in the Hindu Succession Act, 

Tamil Nadu Amendment, 1989. Moreover, the government has 

established 568 Registrar and Joint Registrar offices across the 

state, the highest number in India, to accommodate the significant 

number of property registrations taking place. Setting up each 

office initially incurs a cost of Rs. 13 lakh, with an additional 

recurring expenditure of Rs. 15 lakh per annum to the State  The 

values of family and society are often upheld by women, who have 

historically served as rulers, scholars, scientists, and in various 
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other roles. However, recent times reveal a stark portrayal of the 

deteriorating status of women in our society. Women are 

frequently portrayed as dependent and subordinate to men, with 

their rights often marginalized. Despite ongoing efforts by feminist 

groups to highlight women's rights, there remain numerous areas 

where societal attention is yet to be directed, particularly 

concerning women's inheritance rights. Inheritance rights are 

governed by a myriad of religious and social norms, presenting 

formidable barriers to women's property rights. These barriers 

emerge from a complex interplay of individual, relational, 

communal, and societal dynamics. Although laws exist to provide 

equal inheritance rights for women, awareness of these rights 

among women is often lacking, rendering the purpose of such laws 

ineffective against societal pressures.  Owning property in their 

own name can significantly boost women's confidence and 

independence. However, many women forfeit their inheritance 

rights to maintain the support of their maternal families. One 

primary obstacle faced by married women in claiming their 

inheritance rights is the considerable expenditure associated with 

marriage. Consequently, male family members often deny women 

their rightful share of property inheritance, while women 

themselves may willingly relinquish their claims due to societal 

pressures. 

Political Participation  

The state has also introduced reservation for women in local 

bodies, ensuring their representation in decision-making 

processes. Political participation of women in Tamil Nadu, like in 

many other parts of India, has evolved over the years. Tamil Nadu 

has a rich history of social and political movements, and women 

have played significant roles in shaping the state's political 

landscape. Here are some key points regarding the political 

participation of women in  Tamil Nadu has a tradition of women 

actively participating in social and political movements from the 

early 20th century. Prominent figures like Rukmini Lakshmipathi 

and Muthulakshmi Reddi were instrumental in advocating for 

women's rights and participating in the Indian independence 

movement. Women in Tamil Nadu have made notable progress in 

political representation.  

         The state has consistently elected a significant number of 

women to the State Legislative Assembly. Political parties in Tamil 
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Nadu have often fielded women candidates, and this has resulted 

in a reasonable level of women's representation in the state 

legislature. Tamil Nadu has had women leaders who have held 

important political positions. Prominent among them is J. 

Jayalalithaa, who served as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 

multiple times. Her leadership has been influential in the state's 

political landscape. Tamil Nadu has taken steps to enhance 

women's political participation through the reservation of seats for 

women in local government bodies (Panchayats and 

Municipalities). This reservation has been successful in increasing 

women's representation at the grassroots level. Various women-

led political movements and organizations have emerged in Tamil 

Nadu, advocating for women's rights and gender equality. These 

movements have played a significant role in raising awareness 

about women's issues and pushing for policy changes. Despite 

progress, challenges persist. Women in politics often face barriers 

related to patriarchy, traditional gender roles, and violence. 

Breaking these barriers and achieving equal participation remains 

an ongoing struggle.  Many political parties in Tamil Nadu have 

women's wings or cells dedicated to women's issues and 

empowerment. These wings play a role in mobilizing women 

voters and promoting women's participation in politics.  Women in 

Tamil Nadu actively participate in the electoral process as both 

voters and candidates. The state has a relatively high voter 

turnout, and women voters have a significant impact on election 

outcomes. 

 

Economic Empowerment  
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Various self-help groups (SHGs) and microfinance institutions have 

empowered women economically. These groups enable women to 

access credit, start small businesses, and become financially 

independent. The state government has supported such initiatives 

through schemes like the "Amma Two-Wheeler Scheme" and the 

"Amma Mini Clinic."  Tamil Nadu has implemented several legal 

reforms to protect women's rights, including laws against dowry 

harassment, domestic violence, and sexual harassment in the 

workplace. These legal provisions help women seek justice and 

protection from various forms of abuse.  Various NGOs, women's 

rights organizations, and government campaigns have worked to 

raise awareness about gender equality and women's rights. These 

efforts aim to change societal attitudes and reduce gender-based 

discrimination. The state has encouraged women's participation in 

higher education and employment sectors traditionally dominated 

by men. This includes providing incentives for girls to pursue 

science and technology courses and promoting women in STEM 

fields. The state offers legal aid and support services for women 

who face various forms of discrimination or violence. These 

services help women access justice and protection. 

Welfare Boards in Tamil Nadu 

The Welfare boards have played a significant role in shaping the 

socio-economic landscape of Tamil Nadu. These boards, 

established with the aim of providing assistance and support to 

various marginalized and vulnerable sections of society, have a rich 

history that reflects the state's commitment to social justice and 

inclusive development.  

❖ Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Welfare Boards 

The first welfare boards in Tamil Nadu were established for 

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. These boards 

aimed to provide education, employment opportunities, 

financial aid, and other forms of support to these 

historically disadvantaged communities. The 

establishment of these boards marked a significant step 

towards social justice and empowerment. 

❖ Backward Classes Welfare Boards Recognizing the need to 

uplift the Backward Classes, the government set up 

welfare boards specifically targeting their development. 

These boards focused on educational and economic 

empowerment, providing scholarships, skill development 
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programs, and financial assistance to individuals from 

these communities. 

❖ Women and Child Welfare Boards Gender equality and the 

welfare of women and children have been at the forefront 

of Tamil Nadu's development agenda. Welfare boards 

dedicated to women and children have been instrumental 

in addressing issues like domestic violence, child labor, and 

maternal health. They have implemented various schemes 

and programs to protect and empower these vulnerable 

groups. 

❖ Differently-Abled Welfare Boards Tamil Nadu has been at 

the forefront of providing support and opportunities to 

differently-abled individuals. The welfare boards for the 

differently-abled have facilitated inclusive education, 

vocational training, and employment opportunities, 

making society  

❖ Minority Welfare Boards  In a diverse state like Tamil Nadu, 

minority welfare boards have been established to ensure 

the socio-economic development of minority 

communities. These boards have supported education, 

skill development, and entrepreneurship among minority 

groups. 

Challenges and Future Prospects 

While Tamil Nadu's record on religious tolerance is generally 

positive, it is not without its challenges. Occasional religious 

tensions and conflicts do arise, often linked to broader socio-

political issues. Vigilance and continued efforts to address these 

challenges will be crucial in maintaining the state's legacy of 

religious tolerance. Tamil Nadu serves as a remarkable example of 

religious tolerance in India. Its historical heritage, vibrant interfaith 

interactions, government policies, and social reform movements 

have contributed to an environment of coexistence and mutual 

respect among people of different faiths. However, challenges 

persist, and ongoing efforts will be necessary to sustain and further 

enhance religious tolerance in Tamil Nadu, serving as an 

inspiration for other regions seeking to foster interfaith harmony. 

In Tamil Nadu has a robust healthcare system, with a high number 

of hospitals, healthcare professionals, and medical colleges. The 

state government has implemented various healthcare schemes to 

ensure access to medical services for its residents. The "Amma" 

schemes, named after former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, include 
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initiatives such as the Amma Pharmacy and Amma Master Health 

Check-up.  Tamil Nadu has a strong focus on education and 

literacy. The state boasts a high literacy rate, and government 

schools and colleges provide education to a significant portion of 

the population. Tamil Nadu also has prestigious educational 

institutions, including the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Madras and Anna University. The state has a diverse economy with 

a significant contribution from sectors like manufacturing, 

services, and agriculture. Tamil Nadu has attracted foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and is home to various industries, including the 

automobile and IT sectors. The state has invested in infrastructure 

development, including road networks, airports, and ports. 

Chennai, the capital city, has a well-developed public 

transportation system, including a metro rail network. Tamil Nadu 

has implemented several social welfare programs aimed at 

improving the quality of life for its citizens. provide support to 

pregnant women and newborns.   Tamil Nadu has a history of 

stable governance, with a long-standing tradition of alternating 

between major political parties. This political stability has 

contributed to policy continuity and development initiatives. To 

provide concrete evidence of Tamil Nadu's well-being status, one 

would need to analyze various statistical data, including health 

outcomes, education levels, per capita income, and quality of life 

indicators. 

Conclusion 

Through the  historical analysis of shielding welfare boards in Tamil 

Nadu from the impact of the Social Security Code reveals the 

complex relationship between government policies, social welfare, 

and regional dynamics. While the precise findings may vary 

depending on the specific historical context and the depth of the 

analysis, some general conclusions can be drawn: The historical 

analysis likely provides insights into how social welfare systems 

and policies have evolved in Tamil Nadu over time. This 

perspective is crucial for understanding the current state of 

welfare boards and their vulnerabilities to changes in the Social 

Security Code. 

           The analysis probably highlights the challenges faced by 

welfare boards in Tamil Nadu in adapting to new legislative 

changes. These challenges could include budgetary constraints, 

administrative hurdles, and the need for effective communication 
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between the central government and the state. Tamil Nadu's 

unique socio-economic and political context may have influenced 

how the state's welfare boards have been impacted by the Social 

Security Code. The analysis might point to regional variations in the 

implementation and effectiveness of the code.  Depending on the 

focus of the analysis, it might conclude with policy 

recommendations for safeguarding or strengthening welfare 

boards in Tamil Nadu. These recommendations could involve 

increased coordination between state and central governments, 

financial allocations, or tailored approaches to address the specific 

needs of the region. In conclusion, the examination of legislative 

efforts by Dravidian parties in safeguarding women's rights 

underscores a multifaceted approach characterized by both 

achievements and challenges. Dravidian parties have historically 

played a significant role in advancing women's rights through 

legislation, addressing issues ranging from gender equality in 

education and employment to combating violence against women. 

However, the effectiveness of these efforts often faces scrutiny 

due to gaps in implementation, persistent social norms, and 

systemic barriers. Moving forward, sustained advocacy, rigorous 

enforcement, and inclusive policy-making processes are essential 

to realizing the full potential of legislative measures in 

safeguarding women's rights within the framework of Dravidian 

politics. The analysis may also touch upon the social impact of 

shielding or not shielding welfare boards. This could include an 

examination of how such policies affect the well-being of 

vulnerable populations and the broader socio-economic landscape 

of the state. a historical analysis of shielding welfare boards in 

Tamil Nadu from the impact of the Social Security Code likely 

provides valuable insights into the interplay of policy, regional 

dynamics, and social welfare.  
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