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Abstract

In the context of family law in India, maintenance refers to
the legal obligation of a person to provide financial support
to their spouse, children, or dependent family members. This
obligation arises in situations where individuals are not able
to support themselves adequately due to factors like
marriage, separation, divorce, or other family-related
circumstances. Maintenance is governed by various
provisions in different personal laws, and sought through
legal proceedings, typically maintenance order issued by a
court. Exploring the human rights perspective on a wife's
right to maintenance in the context of Indian law and society
is crucial for several reasons like to evaluate whether existing
legal provisions to promote gender equality and non-
discrimination, to see whether maintenance laws are
consistent with constitutional guarantees of equality, to
ensures compliance with international conventions, to
identify areas where Indian laws may need reform to align
with international standards on women's rights, helps to
assess the accessibility of justice for women, emphasises the
importance of ensuring that women are not economically
disadvantaged post-divorce or separation etc. This paper
highlights historical background, legal framework of
maintenance laws and their Alignment with International
Standard, challenges faced by the women, gaps and
shortcomings in the existing legal framework and on the
basis of which some recommendations are being made in
this paper.
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INTRODUCTION
Objectives:

1 To Explore the human rights perspective on a wife's right to
maintenance.

2.To see the Alignment of the wife’s right to maintenance with
‘International standards.

3. To find out short coming in the present law related to
maintenance of the wife.

4. To give some recommendation on the bases of above
shortcomings.

Importance of Human right perspective on wife's right to
maintenance

Exploring the human rights perspective on a wife's right to
maintenance in the context of Indian law and society is crucial
for several reasons:

1. Gender Equality and Non-Discrimination:

- Understanding maintenance from a human rights
standpoint helps to evaluate whether existing legal provisions
promote gender equality and non-discrimination.

- It allows for an examination of how maintenance laws treat
women and whether they are consistent with constitutional
guarantees of equality.

2. International Commitments:

- India is a signatory to international human rights conventions
such as CEDAW. Assessing maintenance laws from a human
rights perspective ensures compliance with these
commitments.

- It helps to identify areas where Indian laws may need reform
to align with international standards on women's rights.

3. Access to Justice:

- Analysing maintenance through a human rights lens helps
to assess the accessibility of justice for women. It considers
factors such as legal aid, the ease of navigating the legal system,
and the effectiveness of remedies available to women.

4. Dignity and Empowerment:
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- Maintenance is not just a financial matter but is deeply
connected to a woman's dignity and empowerment. Evaluating
maintenance laws from a human rights perspective emphasizes
the value of ensuring that women are not economically
disadvantaged post-divorce or separation.

5. Economic and Social Rights:

- Maintenance is linked to a woman's economic and social
rights. Examining these rights from a human rights perspective
sheds light on whether the current legal framework adequately
addresses the economic vulnerabilities that women may face.

6. Social Justice and Inclusivity:- A human rights perspective
helps in evaluating whether maintenance laws are socially just
and inclusive, considering the diverse cultural and religious
contexts in India. Whether the law adequately protects the
rights of women from marginalized communities.

7. Preventing Domestic Violence:

- Maintenance laws are interconnected with issues of
domestic violence. Analysing them through a human rights lens
helps in assessing whether the legal system effectively prevents
and addresses domestic violence by providing adequate
support to victims.

8. Legal Reforms and Policy Recommendations:

- A human rights perspective highlights gaps and
shortcomings in the existing legal framework, paving the way
for meaningful legal reforms and policy recommendations.

In summary, exploring the human
rights perspective on a wife's right to maintenance in India is
essential for ensuring justice, equality, and the protection of
women's rights within the legal and societal context. It serves
as a foundation for addressing systemic challenges and
advocating for reforms that align with international human
rights standards.

Introduction

In the context of family law in India, maintenance refers to the
legal obligation of a person to provide financial support to their
spouse, children, or dependent family members. This
obligation arises in situations where individuals are unable to
support themselves adequately due to factors like marriage,
separation, divorce, or other family-related circumstances.
Maintenance is governed by various provisions in different
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personal laws, and sought through legal proceedings, in
maintenance order issued by a court. Following are key aspects
of the concept of maintenance in family law in India:

1. Legal Framework:

- Sec. 125 of Cr.P.CL.: This section provides a common legal
provision for maintenance. It allows wives, children (including
legitimate and illegitimate), and parents who are unable to
maintain themselves to apply for maintenance from their
husbands, fathers, or children, respectively. The proceedings
under Section 125 are summary in nature, and the Magistrate
has the authority to order monthly maintenance payments.

- Personal Laws: In addition to Section 125, individuals
belonging to different religions in India are subject to personal
laws that govern matters like marriage, divorce, and
maintenance. For instance:

- Hindu Maintenance: “Hindu Marriage Act and Hindu
Adoptions and Maintenance Act” provide for maintenance
rights in Hindu families.

- Muslim Maintenance: “The Muslim Women (Protection of
Rights on Divorce) Act” addresses the right to maintenance for
Muslim women after divorce.

- Christian Maintenance: “The Indian Divorce Act” governs
maintenance issues among Christians.

2. Applicability:

- Maintenance laws are applicable during the marriage, after
separation, and in cases of divorce. The objective is to ensure
that the dependent spouse and children receive adequate
financial support.

3. Criteria for Determining Maintenance:

- Financial Capacity: The court considers the financial capacity
of the person responsible for paying maintenance and the
financial needs of the person seeking maintenance.

- Standard of Living: The standard of living established during
the marriage is often considered.

4. Modification and Enforcement:

1 The Code of Criminal Procedure,1973; S.125
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- Maintenance orders can be modified based on changes in
circumstances, such as a change in income or financial needs.

- Non-compliance with maintenance orders can lead to legal
consequences, including enforcement actions by the court.

5. Duration of Maintenance:

- The duration of maintenance may vary. It can be temporary,
rehabilitative, or permanent, as per circumstances of the case.

6. Legal Recourse:

- Individuals seeking maintenance can file petitions before
the appropriate court, which may include family courts or
magistrate courts, as per the nature of the case.

7. Non-Discrimination:

- Modern family laws in India emphasize non-discrimination
in the awarding of maintenance, ensuring that both spouses,
regardless of gender, have equal rights and obligations.

Understanding the nuances of maintenance in the context of
family law in India is essential for individuals involved in family
disputes and legal professionals dealing with family law cases.
It ensures fair and just outcomes in matters of financial support
within familial relationships.

Historical Background

The historical background and legal framework of a wife's right
to maintenance in India have evolved over time, influenced by
cultural, social, and legal changes. Here's an overview:

1. Ancient Period:

- Ancient Indian societies recognised the obligation of a
husband to maintain his wife, as seen in various Hindu texts and
scriptures.

2. Colonial Period:

- During the colonial era, personal laws of different religious
communities were codified. The British enacted laws like “The
Hindu Marriage Act (1955) and the Muslim Women (Protection
of Rights on Divorce) Act (1986)”, which had provisions
regarding maintenance.

Legal Framework:

1. Hindu Law:
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- “Hindu Marriage Act (1955)”: The Act provides for the rights
and obligations of spouses in  Hindu marriages. It empowers
the court to grant interim maintenance during the pendency of
divorce proceedings. Section 25 deals with permanent alimony
and maintenance?.

- “Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act (1956)":

This Act extends the concept of maintenance to
dependents, including wives. It ensures that a “Hindu
wife is entitled to be maintained by her husband during
her lifetime”3.

2. Muslim Law:

- “Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act
(1986)":

This Act deals with the rights of Muslim women to
maintenance after divorce. It provides for a reasonable
and fair provision, called "Mehr," and allows women to
seek maintenance beyond the iddat period®.

- “Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act (1939)":

This Act provides for the rights of Muslim wives to apply for
maintenance in case of divorce®.

3. Christian Law:
- “Indian Divorce Act (1869)":

This Act applies to Indian Christians and contains
provisions related to maintenance, alimony, and
financial support for wives and children after divorce®.

4. Parsi Law:
- “Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act (1936)”:

This Act governs Parsi marriages and contains
provisions for maintenance, which deals with the
power of the court to order maintenance’.

5. “Special Marriage Act (1954)":

2 Hindu Marriage Act 1955, Sec 24-25

3 Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act 1956

“The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986; S.
3

5 Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939. S.2

6 Indian Divorce Act,1869; S.37

7 Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act,1936; S. 37
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- The Special Marriage Act applies to inter-religious
and inter-caste marriages. It also contains provisions
related to maintenance®.

6. “The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC)”:

- Section 125 of CrPC: This is a secular provision that
allows individuals, including wives, to claim
maintenance “if they are unable to maintain
themselves”. It provides a summary and expeditious
remedy®.

Recent Developments

1. Uniform Civil Code (UCC):

- The concept of a Uniform Civil Code, in Article 44 of
the Indian Constitution, is still a subject of debate. If
implemented, it could lead to a unified legal
framework for family laws, including maintenance,
cutting across religious lines. Hon’ble apex court many
time recommended government for UCC.

2. Judicial Interpretations:

1.

- Judicial decisions, including those by the Apex court
of India, play a significant role in interpreting and
shaping the laws related to a wife's right to
maintenance. Landmark cases have addressed issues
of gender equality and the just and fair award of
maintenance. From the land mark case of “Shah

Bano'®”

to “Rajnesh Vs Neha” there is a long way to
which right to maintenance is developed and apex
court has time to time given guidelines and
interpretation of law. Giving the right of maintenance
to a divorce wife too, in the “Shah Bano Case”, giving
broad interpretation in “Danial Latifi Case'!”, The Apex
Court reiterated that maintenance should be awarded
to wives as a fundamental right, considering factors
such as their financial needs, standard of living, and the
husband's capacity to pay.!? Apex court held that a

wife has a right to claim maintenance not only from her

8 The Special Marriage Act, 1954; Sec 36

° The Code of Criminal Procedure,1973; S.125

10 Mohammed Ahmed Khan Vs. Shah Bano. (1985)2 SCC 556
1 Danial Latifi verses Union of India (2002) SC

12 Savitaben Somabhai Bhatiya v. State of Gujarat (2005) available at
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1590152/ (Accessed: 15 June, 2023)
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husband but also from his family members if the
husband is unable to provide maintenance. The
judgment recognized the joint and several liability of
the husband and his relatives to ensure that the wife
receives adequate financial support.’® “Permanent
alimony and maintenance are a larger part of the right
to life. These provisions have been included to enable
a person unable to maintain herself..."** “A husband
has a moral and legal liability to maintain his wife
unable to maintain herself, even if he is a professional
bagger.”*®*Making affidavit mandatory in “Rajesh Vs
Neha Case!®™ etc. are improvement made by the
Hon’ble “Supreme court of India”

Understanding the historical background and
legal framework of a wife's right to maintenance in India is
needed for legal practitioners, scholars, and individuals
navigating family law issues. It reflects the diverse legal
landscape influenced by personal laws of different
communities and the efforts to address evolving societal needs.

“International Human Rights Instruments and Conventions”

Certainly, exploring “international human rights instruments
and conventions” is crucial for understanding the global
context of women's rights. “The Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)”Y is a

13 Sunita Kachwaha And Ors vs Anil Kuchwaha on 28 October, 2014
available at https://indiankanoon.org/doc/3786357/ (Accessed: 16
June,2023)

1% Geeta Satish Gokarna v. Satish Shankarrao Gokarna, AIR 2004

Bom 345 in Kusum Sharma v. Mahinder Kumar Sharma, (2020) 271
DLT 232

BAvailable at Ridhi et al. (2023) ‘husband has moral and legal
liability to maintain wife, even if he is a professional Bagger’:
Punjab and Haryana High Court, SCC Blog. Available at:
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2023/04/05/even-a-
professional-bagger-has-duty-to-maintain-wife-punjab-and-
haryana-high-court-legal-research-legal-news-updates/
(Accessed: 07 December 2023).

16 Rajnesh Vs. Neha 2020 SC, Criminal Appeal 730 of 2030,
decided on Nov. 4,2020

17 Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination
against women (no date) United Nations. Available at:
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key instrument specifically focused on “promoting and
protecting the rights of women”. Following is an overview:

“Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)”®:

1. Background:
- Adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1979.

- Often referred to as the "International Bill of Rights for
Women."

- Entered into force on September 3, 1981.
2. Key Principles:
- Non-Discrimination:

CEDAW emphasizes the principle of non-discrimination
on the basis of gender. It calls for the “elimination of all
forms of discrimination against women in political,
economic, social, cultural, civil”, and other fields.

- Substantive Equality:

CEDAW goes beyond formal equality, emphasizing
substantive equality to address systemic discrimination
and promote equal opportunities and outcomes for
women.

- State Responsibility:

Recognises the responsibility of states to take all
appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination and
ensure the full enjoyment of women's rights.

3. Core Components:

- Civil Rights: Covers areas such as legal capacity, nationality,
and participation in public and political life.

- Political Rights: Addresses women's right to participate in
government, vote, and hold public office.

- Economic and Social Rights: Encompasses areas such as
education, employment, health care, and social benefits.

https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ (Accessed: 07
December 2023).

18 ibid
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- Family Rights: Recognizes the “role of women in the family
and calls for the elimination” of stereotypes and traditional
roles that perpetuate discrimination.

4. Reporting Mechanism:

- States that are parties to CEDAW are required to submit
periodic reports on the measures they have taken to comply
with the Convention.

- “The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women” (CEDAW Committee) reviews these reports
and provides recommendations.

5. Optional Protocol:

- The Optional Protocol to CEDAW, adopted in 1999, allows
individuals to submit complaints to the CEDAW Committee
after exhausting domestic remedies.

Other Relevant Instruments:
1. “Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)”:

- Article 2 of the UDHR prohibits discrimination based on sex,
laying the foundation for gender equality principles®.

2. “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
and International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights” (ICESCR):

- These covenants contain provisions relevant to women's
rights, including the right to work, education, and participation
in public life.

3. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action:

- Adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women in
1995, this document outlines strategic objectives and actions
for achieving gender equality and women's empowerment®,

19 Universal declaration of human rights | ohchr. Available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/universal-declaration-of-human-
rights (Accessed: 08 December 2023).

20 Beijing Declaration and platform for action* resolution 1
resolutions ... Available at:
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%2
OE.pdf (Accessed: 08 December 2023).
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4. “Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against
Women”:

- Recognises “violence against women as a human rights
violation and provides a framework” for preventing and
addressing such violence.

Understanding these international instruments, including
CEDAW, is essential for advocating for the rights of women at
both the national and global levels. These instruments set
standards and provide a framework for evaluating and
addressing gender-based discrimination and inequality.

Analysing how “international human rights standards” align
with or differ from the provisions of a wife's right to
maintenance in Indian law involves comparing the principles
outlined in international instruments, particularly CEDAW, with
the relevant provisions of Indian family law. Here's an analysis:

Alignment with “The International Standards”
1. Non-Discrimination:

- International Standards: CEDAW empbhasizes the principle of
non-discrimination based on gender. It promotes the idea that
women should have “equal rights with men” in various fields.

- Indian Law: Indian family law recognizes the principle of
non-discrimination. Maintenance laws, such as “Section 125 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure”, apply irrespective of religion
and gender, emphasizing the need for financial support based
on dependency.

2. “Economic and Social Rights”:

- International Standards: CEDAW includes “economic and
social rights”, such as the right to work, access to education,
and social benefits, as integral to women's equality.

- Indian Law: Maintenance laws in India, including those
under the “Hindu Marriage Act” and other personal laws,
address economic and social rights by providing financial
support to wives who are unable to maintain themselves.

3. Equality in Family Relations:

- International Standards: CEDAW calls for the elimination of
stereotypes and traditional roles that perpetuate
discrimination within the family.
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- Indian Law: Indian family law has evolved to recognize the
rights of wives within the family, and maintenance laws aim to
address disparities arising from traditional gender roles.

4. Access to Justice:

- International Standards: CEDAW emphasizes access to
justice for women, including mechanisms to address gender-
based discrimination.

- Indian Law: The provision for maintenance under “Section
125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure” provides an accessible
legal remedy for wives seeking financial support, ensuring a
quick and summary procedure.

Points of Divergence:
1. Religious Personal Laws:

- International Standards: CEDAW advocates for a universal
approach to women's rights, while recognizing and respecting
cultural and religious diversity.

- Indian Law: The existence of personal laws in India, which
vary based on religious affiliations, may lead to differences in
the application of maintenance rights. For example, Muslim
women may seek maintenance under “the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act”, while Hindu women may
seek it under “The Hindu Marriage Act”.

2. Duration and Amount of Maintenance:

- International Standards: CEDAW doesn't prescribe specific
guidelines on the duration and amount of maintenance but
focuses on the need for adequacy and fairness.

- Indian Law: The determination of the amount and duration
of maintenance in Indian law may vary between personal laws,
and courts have discretionary powers to decide based on the
circumstances of each case.

3. Implementation and Enforcement:

- International Standards: The effectiveness of international
standards depends on the commitment of states to implement
and enforce them.

- Indian Law: While Indian law provides for maintenance
rights, effective implementation and enforcement can vary.
Issues such as delays in legal proceedings and challenges in
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enforcing maintenance orders may impact the practical
realization of these rights.

In conclusion, while Indian law, especially
in the realm of maintenance rights, aligns with many
international human rights standards, there are specific
challenges related to the diversity of personal laws and the
practical enforcement of rights. Addressing these challenges
may involve ongoing reforms and improvements in the legal
system to ensure that the rights of wives are protected in
accordance with international principles of equality and non-
discrimination.

illustrative examples based on historical or well-known cases
that highlight the challenges faced by women in securing
maintenance in India. These examples are fictional and
generalized to depict common issues:

Case Study 1: Delayed Legal Proceedings
Background:

Mrs. A, a homemaker, files for “maintenance under Section 125
of the Code of Criminal Procedure” after her husband
abandons her and their two children. Despite a clear case, the
legal proceedings stretch over several years.

Challenges:

1. Protracted Legal Processes: The case faces delay due to a
backlog of cases in the court system, leaving Mrs. A and her
children without financial support for an extended period.

2. Limited Resources: Mrs. A, lacking financial resources,
struggles to hire a lawyer and navigate the complex legal
procedures, further delaying the resolution.

Implications:

The delay in securing maintenance affects Mrs. A's ability to
provide for her children's basic needs, impacting their
education and well-being.

Case Study 2: Inadequate Maintenance Award
Background:

Ms. B, a divorced woman, seeks maintenance from her ex-
husband under the Hindu Marriage Act. The court awards
maintenance, but the amount is significantly lower than her
reasonable needs.
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Challenges:

1. Subjective Interpretation: The court's discretion in
determining the maintenance amount results in a subjective
decision that may not adequately consider Ms. B's actual
financial requirements.

2. Economic Disparities: Ms. B, despite having legitimate
financial needs, is awarded an amount that falls short of
covering her living expenses, leading to continued financial
strain.

Implications:

Ms. B faces ongoing financial difficulties, struggling to maintain
a decent standard of living post-divorce.

Case Study 3: Non-Compliance with Maintenance Orders
Background:

Mrs. C obtains a maintenance order against her estranged
husband, but he consistently fails to comply with the court's
directives.

Challenges:

1. Enforcement Issues: The legal system faces challenges in
enforcing maintenance orders, leading to a lack of
consequences for the husband's non-compliance.

2. Financial Dependency: Mrs. C, dependent on the
maintenance, finds herself in a vulnerable position due to the
recurrent non-payment.

Implications:

Mrs. C's financial instability continues, affecting her ability to
sustain herself and her children.

Case Study 4: Religious Personal Laws
Background:

Ms. D, a Muslim woman, seeks maintenance under “The
Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act”.
However, the Act provides for limited maintenance only during
the iddat period.

Challenges:
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1. Limited Duration: The legal framework restricts the duration
for which Ms. D can claim maintenance, leaving her financially
insecure post-iddat.

2. Need for Reform: Ms. D advocates for legal reforms to extend
the duration of maintenance under Muslim personal law,
aligning it more closely with the principles of gender equality.

Implications:

Ms. D faces financial challenges after the iddat period,
highlighting the need for comprehensive reforms in personal
laws.

These case studies illustrate some of the challenges women
may encounter in securing maintenance in India, including
delays in legal proceedings, inadequate awards, non-
compliance with court orders, and limitations imposed by
religious personal laws. These examples underscore the
importance of ongoing legal reforms to address systemic issues
and ensure the effective realization of women's rights to
maintenance.

Evaluation of Maintenance Laws in India in Ensuring Gender
Equality:

Positive Aspects:
1. Non-Discrimination:

- Strengths: Maintenance laws, particularly “Section 125 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)”, apply without
discrimination based on gender. Both husbands and wives have
the right to claim maintenance, reflecting a commitment to
gender-neutral provisions.

- Impact: This ensures that financial responsibilities within a
family are not solely placed on one gender, contributing to a
more equitable distribution of economic burdens.

2. Economic Empowerment:

- Strengths: Maintenance laws address the economic

vulnerability of women, particularly homemakers, by
recognizing their contribution to the household. This
acknowledgment supports economic empowerment by
providing financial support to those who may have forgone
career opportunities for family responsibilities.
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- Impact: It contributes to reducing the economic disparities
between spouses, promoting a more balanced financial
dynamic within the family.

3. Child Welfare:

- Strengths: Maintenance laws contribute to the welfare of
children by ensuring that both parents share financial
responsibilities, even after separation or divorce.

- Impact: This provision supports the upbringing of children
by providing financial support for their education, healthcare,
and overall well-being.

Shortcomings:
1. Limited Awareness:

- Challenges: Despite the legal provisions, there is often a
“lack of awareness among women regarding their rights to
maintenance”.

- Impact: The lack of awareness can hinder women from
effectively exercising their entitlements, leading to
underutilisation of the legal framework.

2. Inconsistent Awards:

- Challenges: There may be variations in the amounts
awarded as maintenance, leading to potential discrepancies.

- Impact: The discretionary power of the courts can
sometimes result in inconsistent decisions, impacting the
effectiveness of maintenance laws and potentially leading to
unequal outcomes.

3. Dependency Concerns:

- Challenges: Maintenance laws may inadvertently contribute
to the perception of women as dependent on their husbands.

- Impact: This perception can reinforce traditional gender
roles and hinder efforts to promote economic independence
among women, especially those who are homemakers.

4. Enforcement Challenges:

- Challenges: Socio-economic factors such as poverty and lack
of access to legal resources may impede the effective
enforcement of maintenance orders.

- Impact: Economically disadvantaged women may face
challenges in accessing the legal system and enforcing
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maintenance orders, affecting the intended goal of financial
support.

5. Cultural and Social Norms:

- Challenges: Deep-rooted cultural and social norms may
influence the perception of women's roles in the family.

- Impact: Traditional expectations may persist, affecting the
extent to which women can assert their rights and contributing
to societal attitudes that may undermine gender equality.

Legal Reforms and Recommendations:
1. Periodic Revisions:

- Positive Aspects: Indian family laws have undergone
periodic revisions to address changing social dynamics.

- Recommendation: Continued efforts must be made to
periodically review and update maintenance laws to ensure
they remain responsive to evolving societal norms and needs.

2. Public Awareness Campaigns:

- Positive Aspects: Creating awareness about maintenance
laws is crucial.

- Recommendation: Implementing public awareness
campaigns to educate women about their rights and the legal
remedies available to them can empower them to assert their
entitlements.

3. Guidelines for Consistency:

- Positive Aspects: Maintenance laws provide discretionary
powers to the courts, but guidelines could enhance
consistency.

- Recommendation: Consider developing clearer guidelines to
minimize variations in maintenance awards and ensure more
equitable outcomes.

4. Addressing Socio-Economic Barriers:

- Positive Aspects: Maintenance laws attempt to address
socio-economic vulnerabilities.

-Recommendation: Additional measures to address socio-
economic barriers, such as improving access to legal resources
for economically disadvantaged individuals, can enhance the
effectiveness of maintenance laws.
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In conclusion, while maintenance laws in India have
made significant strides in promoting gender equality,
addressing awareness gaps, enforcing consistent awards,
challenging stereotypes, and considering socio-economic
factors remain critical for their continued improvement and
effectiveness. Legal reforms and comprehensive strategies are
necessary to address these shortcomings and further advance
gender equality within the realm of maintenance laws.
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