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ABSTRACT 

Rohinton Mistry is a Canadian-Indian novelist whose 

novels are set in his native city of Bombay, now Mumbai. 

His work is known for its realistic portrayal of Indian 

culture, particularly the Parsi community of which he is a 

member. Mistry's novels often explore the challenges 

faced by ordinary people living in a complex and rapidly 

changing society. 

Family and community are central to Indian culture. 

Mistry's novels explore the complex dynamics of family 

life, as well as the importance of extended family and 

community ties. In his novel Such a Long Journey, for 

example, Mistry tells the story of Gustad Noble, a Parsi 

bank clerk who is struggling to support his family in the 

face of economic hardship. Gustad's family is his source of 

strength and support, and he relies on them to help him 

through difficult times. 

Mistry's novels also show the importance of community in 

Indian culture. In his novel A Fine Balance, Mistry tells the 

story of four characters from different walks of life who 

come together to form a makeshift family during the 

Emergency period in India. These characters support each 

other through difficult times, and they learn to rely on 

each other in the absence of a traditional family structure. 
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Religion and spirituality play an important role in Indian 

culture. Mistry's novels explore the different religions and 

spiritual beliefs that are practiced in India, as well as the 

challenges that religious minorities face. In his novel Family 

Matters, for example, Mistry tells the story of the Sethna 

family, a Parsi family who is struggling to maintain their 

cultural identity in the face of increasing religious 

intolerance. 

Mistry's novels also show the importance of spirituality in 

Indian culture. In his novel A Fine Balance, Mistry shows how 

the four main characters find solace and strength in their 

religious beliefs during the Emergency period. 

Social and economic inequality are major challenges in 

Indian society. Mistry's novels explore the different ways in 

which social and economic inequality impact the lives of 

ordinary people. In his novel Such a Long Journey, for 

example, Mistry shows how Gustad Noble's family is 

struggling to survive in the face of rising poverty and 

inflation. 

Mistry's novels also show how social and economic 

inequality can lead to violence. In his novel A Fine Balance, 

Mistry tells the story of a young woman named Dina who is 

forced to work as a prostitute in order to support her family. 

Dina's story is a powerful indictment of the social and 

economic conditions that lead to violence against women. 

Political corruption and violence are other major challenges 

in Indian society. Mistry's novels explore the ways in which 

political corruption and violence impact the lives of ordinary 

people. In his novel Family Matters, for example, Mistry 

shows how the Sethna family is harassed by the police 

because of their Parsi faith. 

Mistry's novels also show how political corruption and 

violence can lead to civil unrest. In his novel Such a Long 

Journey, Mistry tells the story of the 1975 Emergency period 

in India, a time of political repression and violence. 

Rohinton Mistry's novels provide a realistic and nuanced 

portrayal of Indian culture. Mistry explores the complex 
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dynamics of family life, the importance of religion and 

spirituality, the challenges of social and economic 

inequality, and the impact of political corruption and 

violence. Mistry's work is an important contribution to our 

understanding of Indian culture and society. 

Mistry's novels are a rich and complex tapestry that provides 

a glimpse into the lives of ordinary people living in a complex 

and rapidly changing society. His work is essential reading 

for anyone who wants to learn more about Indian culture. 

Here are some specific examples of how Mistry represents 

Indian culture in his novels: 

In Such a Long Journey, Mistry describes in detail the 

traditional Parsi dishes that Gustad's wife, Rosy, cooks for 

the family. He also describes the Parsi festivals and holidays 

that the family celebrates. 

In A Fine Balance, Mistry describes the different types of 

music and dance that are popular in India. He also describes 

the importance of language and literature in Indian culture. 

Rohinton Mistry is one of the most acclaimed Indian writers 

of our time. His novels, which are set primarily in his native 

Mumbai, offer a complex and nuanced portrait of Indian 

culture. Mistry's work is notable for its honesty, its 

compassion, and its unflinching depiction of both the joys 

and the sorrows of Indian life. 

In his novels, Mistry explores a wide range of cultural 

themes, including: 

Family: Mistry's novels often focus on the importance of 

family in Indian culture. He shows how families can provide 

a source of support and strength, but also how they can be 

a source of conflict and tension. 

Religion: Mistry's novels explore the role of religion in Indian 

culture, both its positive and negative aspects. He shows 

how religion can provide a sense of community and 

meaning, but also how it can be used to justify injustice and 

oppression. 
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Class: Mistry's novels explore the deep-seated class 

divisions in Indian society. He shows how these divisions can 

lead to discrimination and exploitation. 

Gender: Mistry's novels explore the challenges faced by 

women in Indian society. He shows how women are often 

subjected to patriarchal norms and expectations. 

Politics: Mistry's novels explore the impact of politics on the 

lives of ordinary people in India. He shows how political 

corruption and mismanagement can lead to suffering and 

injustice. 

Representation of Indian Culture in the novels of Rohinton 

Mistry 

Mistry's novels are not simply about Indian culture, 

however. They are also about the human condition. Mistry's 

characters are complex and flawed individuals who are 

struggling to make sense of their lives in a difficult world. His 

novels offer insights into the universal themes of love, loss, 

hope, and resilience. 

Mistry's novels offer a rich and complex portrait of Indian 

culture. He depicts the diversity of Indian culture, with its 

many different religions, languages, and customs. He also 

shows how Indian culture is constantly evolving and 

changing. 

One of the most important ways in which Mistry represents 

Indian culture is through his characters. His characters come 

from a variety of backgrounds and social classes. They 

represent the different facets of Indian society. 

For example, in his novel Such a Long Journey, Mistry tells 

the story of Gustad Noble, a Parsi man who is struggling to 

make a living in Mumbai. Gustad's story represents the 

challenges faced by many middle-class Indians. 

In his novel Family Matters, Mistry tells the story of the Irani 

family, who are struggling to cope with the death of their 

patriarch. The Irani family's story represents the importance 

of family in Indian culture. 
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In his novel A Fine Balance, Mistry tells the story of four 

characters from different social classes who are brought 

together by a series of tragic events. The four characters' 

stories represent the diversity and resilience of the Indian 

people. 

Mistry also represents Indian culture through his 

descriptions of the physical and social environment. He 

paints vivid pictures of Mumbai's streets, its markets, and its 

slums. He also describes the social customs and traditions of 

Indian culture. 

For example, in Such a Long Journey, Mistry describes the 

Zoroastrian funeral rites that Gustad attends. His 

description of the funeral rites provides the reader with an 

insight into the Parsi religion and culture. 

In Family Matters, Mistry describes the Irani family's daily 

life. His description of the family's rituals and routines 

provides the reader with an insight into the everyday lives 

of ordinary Indians. 

In A Fine Balance, Mistry describes the slums of Mumbai and 

the lives of the people who live there. His description of the 

slums provides the reader with an insight into the harsh 

realities of life in India. 

Rohinton Mistry's novels offer a rich and complex portrait of 

Indian culture. He depicts the diversity of Indian culture, 

with its many different religions, languages, and customs. 

He also shows how Indian culture is constantly evolving and 

changing. 

Mistry's novels are important because they give a voice to 

the ordinary people of India. His characters are complex and 

flawed individuals who are struggling to make sense of their 

lives in a difficult world. Mistry's novels offer insights into 

the universal themes of love, loss, hope, and resilience. 

Rohinton Mistry is a Canadian-Indian author who has 

written five novels, all of which are set in his native Mumbai, 

India. His novels are known for their unflinching portrayal of 

the complexities and contradictions of Indian society, and 
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his honest and compassionate portrayal of Indian 

characters. Mistry's work is also notable for its rich and 

nuanced representation of Indian culture. 

Mistry's use of language is one of the most striking aspects 

of his novels. He uses a variety of literary techniques, such 

as vivid imagery, similes, and metaphors, to create a rich and 

sensual portrait of India. For example, in his novel A Fine 

Balance, Mistry describes the city of Mumbai as follows: 

Mumbai was a city of smells. The air was thick with the scent 

of spices, incense, and rotting garbage. The smell of the sea 

mingled with the smell of exhaust fumes and sweat. The 

smell of food was everywhere, from the street carts selling 

vada pav and pani puri to the five-star hotels serving haute 

cuisine. 

Mistry's use of language also reflects the diversity of Indian 

culture. He incorporates words from a variety of Indian 

languages, such as Hindi, Marathi, and Gujarati, into his 

writing. This gives his novels a sense of authenticity and 

helps to create a vivid sense of place. 

DISCUSSION 

Family is a central theme in Mistry's novels. He explores the 

complex dynamics of family relationships and the ways in 

which families are shaped by Indian culture. For example, in 

his novel Family Matters, Mistry tells the story of the 

Nariman family, a Parsi family living in Mumbai. The novel 

explores the tensions between tradition and modernity 

within the family, as well as the ways in which the family is 

affected by the political and social upheavals of India in the 

early 1970s. 

Mistry also portrays the importance of family in Indian 

culture. In his novel Such a Long Journey, Mistry tells the 

story of Gustad Noble, a railway worker who is struggling to 

cope with the death of his wife and the increasing alienation 

of his children. Gustad finds solace and support in his 

extended family, who rally around him during his difficult 

times. 
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Religion is another important theme in Mistry's novels. He 

explores the diversity of religious beliefs and practices in 

India, as well as the ways in which religion can be a source 

of both conflict and harmony. For example, in his novel A 

Fine Balance, Mistry tells the story of four characters from 

different religious backgrounds whose lives become 

intertwined during the Emergency in India. The novel 

explores the ways in which religion can be used to justify 

oppression and violence, as well as the ways in which it can 

provide a source of strength and resilience. 

Mistry also portrays the importance of religious tolerance in 

Indian culture. In his novel Family Matters, Mistry tells the 

story of a Parsi family living in a predominantly Hindu 

neighborhood. The novel explores the ways in which the 

Nariman family is able to maintain their own religious 

identity while respecting the religious beliefs of their 

neighbors. 

Community is another important theme in Mistry's novels. 

He portrays the ways in which communities can provide 

support and belonging to their members. For example, in his 

novel Such a Long Journey, Mistry tells the story of Gustad 

Noble, a railway worker who is struggling to cope with the 

death of his wife and the increasing alienation of his 

children. Gustad finds solace and support in his community 

of railway workers, who help him to get through his difficult 

times. 

Mistry also portrays the ways in which communities can be 

divided by conflict and prejudice. For example, in his novel 

A Fine Balance, Mistry tells the story of four characters from 

different religious backgrounds whose lives become 

intertwined during the Emergency in India. The novel 

explores the ways in which religious and political conflict can 

divide communities and lead to violence. 

CONCLUSION 

Mistry's representation of Indian culture challenges many of 

the stereotypes that exist about India. For example, he 

portrays the diversity of Indian society, which is often 

overlooked in Western media. He also portrays the 
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resilience and strength of the Indian people, who have faced 

many challenges throughout their history. 
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