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Abstract: 

 India’s division in 1947, a crucial moment in the history 

of the subcontinent, resulted in the creation of two 

countries: India and Pakistan. The experience of women, 

tainted by identity crises and gendered violence, is a 

crucial but overlooked story amid the political unrest and 

massive migrations. This study explores the many 

difficulties women experienced at the time, showing how 

identity crises and increased instances of gendered 

violence interacted. This paper aims to highlight the 

crucial role played by women’s experiences in forming 

our knowledge of the Partition by drawing on historical 

documents, and literature. The results show that the 

conflict between identity and violence against women 

was deeply rooted in socio-cultural processes and 

planned political aims, not just a byproduct of political 

upheaval. This study emphasizes the necessity for a 

gendered perspective in historical discourse and sheds 

light on the resilience and fortitude displayed by women 

despite the confusion of identity and conflict through a 

thorough examination. 
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1. Introduction 

One of the most important and tragic moments in South 

Asian history is the partition of India in 1947. It was a 

calamitous period that saw the erstwhile British India split 

into two different countries, India and Pakistan 

(Butalia,1998). One of the biggest mass migrations in human 

history, this time period saw vast migrations, the sad 

uprooting of almost 15 million people, and estimated deaths 

ranging from several hundred thousand to two million. 

Women in particular, whose identities got entangled with 

the greater conflict of national identity and geographical 

partition, underwent a specific kind of torment inside this 

mosaic of chaos and misery (Kaul, 2001).The significance of 

researching how division affects women cannot be 

emphasized. Women took on the roles as carriers of honour, 

purity, and the nation itself both literally and figuratively. 

Women’s bodies evolved as places of conflict, territories to 

be claimed, and arenas for conflicts over male honour when 

boundaries were drawn and tribes were pitted against one 

another based on religion (Menon, 1998). Violence against 

women was more than simply physical harm; it also served 

as a statement, a way to degrade the “enemy” culture, and 

a declaration of superiority. In addition, women had severe 

identity problems as a result of being compelled to relocate, 

change their identities, or be abducted and married off to 

families from the other group (Ahmed, 2018). They 

frequently found themselves trapped between two cultures 

that did not completely embrace them. The broad strokes of 

the brutality during the partition and the political upheavals 

have been well-documented, but the specific, nuanced 

accounts of women’s experiences are still rarely spoken 

(Pandey, 2001). It is necessary to take a deeper, more 

compassionate look at the complicated tapestry that is the 

junction of gender, religion, ethnicity, and violence during 

the split.  

1.1 Background 

A Concise History of India’s Partition and its Socio-Political 

Implications:  
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The partition of India in 1947, which resulted in the creation 

of Pakistan and India, was a turning point in South Asian 

history. The policies and tactics of the British colonial 

authority served to further exacerbate the already 

pronounced political, religious, and cultural divisions that 

culminated in this historic event. After World War II, as the 

British Empire’s hold loosened, independence aspirations 

intensified (Siddiqui, 2003).  However, the obvious 

ideological divide between the All India Muslim League, 

which supported the cause of a separate state with a 

majority of Muslims, and the Indian National Congress, 

which aimed to unify and secularize India, finally caused the 

subcontinent to split. Sir Cyril Radcliffe, a British jurist who 

had no prior understanding of Indian conditions, quickly 

drew the boundaries, resulting in enormous upheaval, 

massive migrations, and horrible carnage. The geopolitics of 

the subcontinent and the bilateral ties between the two 

countries are still being shaped by the sociopolitical 

repercussions of this hasty decision (Das, 1995). 

Gender Dynamics in Pre-Partition India:  

India’s social structure was fundamentally patriarchal 

before the partition, with women frequently restricted to 

household areas and mostly excluded from political and 

public arenas. During the Indian independence struggle, 

some women did gain a voice, but the majority still had to 

conform to social norms. These gender dynamics were 

further complicated by the interaction of religion, caste, and 

social status. For instance, the purdah (veiling) system, 

though with regional variations, was common among both 

Hindu and Muslim groups. Additionally, particularly in North 

India and modern-day Pakistan, the concept of “honour” 

(izzat) was closely linked to female virginity and chastity 

(Khan, 2007).  As women’s bodies became into arenas for 

retaliation, power struggles, and control during the 

partition, this conception of honour had disastrous effects. 

In order to completely comprehend the scope and character 

of the gendered violence that developed during and after 

the partition, it is crucial to understand these pre-existing 

gender relations (Talbot, 2009).  
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1.2 Identity Crisis during the Partition 

In 1947, when India was divided, there were not only 

physical differences but also profound social and emotional 

changes. One of this historical event’s most dramatic 

aftereffects was the identity crisis that millions of people 

experienced as they struggled with issues related to their 

nationality, religious affiliation, and role in the newly formed 

nations (Misra, 2007). These inquiries acquired a subtle 

complexity for women. Identity conflicts between an 

individual’s own values, loyalties, and beliefs and those of 

society or the collective conscience are sometimes referred 

to as identity crises. This problem was quite serious in the 

backdrop of the Partition. Millions of people discovered 

themselves in areas where they were suddenly the “other” 

when boundaries were created and communities were 

urged to take sides. They were apart not only physically but 

also emotionally, culturally, and spiritually (Zamindar, 

2007). Political decisions had a profound impact on people’s 

personal lives, leading some to doubt their allegiances, 

convictions, and fundamental identities. 

Women during this time had a particular challenge. Their 

identities were entwined with familial and communal 

honour since they were historically carriers of cultural and 

religious continuity. The decisions they took or were forced 

to make, including whether to immigrate, convert, or even 

marry, had far-reaching effects. Women’s bodies became as 

emblematic locations of local and societal pride, adding to 

the strain on already-fractured identities (Bagchi, 2005). 

This was clear from the accounts of women who were forced 

to change their identities, their appearances, or even their 

family beliefs in order to fit in with new environments or to 

protect their lives. The gendered dimension of the violence 

that women observed and experienced during the Partition 

added to the difficulties of navigating one’s identity at the 

time. They had to continuously bargain their identities to 

maintain safety as they travelled the perilous terrains of 

migratory people. Some chose to do this by concealing their 

religious or ethnic identities, while others chose to resist by 

upholding their identities even more tenaciously (Hasan, 

2002). 
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Many families and communities in both India and Pakistan 

are still feeling the impacts of this identity crisis. During this 

period, personal narratives show tales of loss, resiliency, 

adaptability, and reinvention. Women, who are situated at 

the nexus of gender, religion, and national identity, suffered 

the most during this catastrophe but also rose to become 

icons of resiliency and progress. Their experiences, which 

are sometimes eclipsed by the more prominent political 

narratives, provide a rich window into the human aspects of 

one of the largest human migrations in history (Dusinberre, 

2003). 

1.3 Gendered Violence during the Partition 

There were many more dramatic events that occurred in the 

run-up to the 1947 Partition of India, in addition to the large 

population transfers and religious conflict. Women were the 

most vulnerable group in this crisis since incidents of 

violence that targeted them explicitly were at the heart of 

these upheavals. This paper goes deeply into the subtleties 

of such gendered violence, its causes, expressions, and 

consequences, illuminating the particular difficulties 

women faced at this critical juncture in history 

(Bandyopadhyay, 2004). 

● Forms and Nature of Violence: Women became 

symbols of the community’s honour during the 

upheaval of Partition, making them easy pickings for 

abuse and social control. Numerous Hindu, Sikh, and 

Muslim women on both sides of the recently formed 

boundary experienced abductions, rapes, mutilations, 

forced marriages, and even murder. These violent 

attacks weren’t just random acts; they were calculated 

attempts to degrade and dishonour the “enemy” group. 

Rape, for instance, was more than simply a physical 

assault; it sent a strong message to the opposing group 

and tarnished their honour and dignity(Datta, 2001).  

● Abductions and Forced Conversions: The terrifying 

tales of women who were kidnapped from their homes 

and carried across the newly established boundaries are 

told in a number of reports from that time period. While 

several were sexually assaulted, others were made to 
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marry or convert to the captors’ faith. The goal was to 

increase the population of the community of the captor, 

decrease the population of the opposing town, and 

cause psychological harm to the “enemy” all at the same 

time. The problem of forced conversions was especially 

upsetting since it attempted to completely obliterate 

the victim’s prior identity, aggravating the scars of 

Partition (Lambert-Hurley, 2006). 

● State and Societal Responses: A two-pronged 

response—one from the newly constituted states of 

India and Pakistan, and the other from the victimized 

communities themselves—marked the aftermath of 

this gendered violence. The committees and measures 

to find and return kidnapped women were established 

by both administrations. However, it was difficult for 

these women to reintegrate into their home 

communities. Many suffered stigmatization or 

exclusion because of their “tainted” past. Some 

families refused to take them back because they 

feared societal retribution or thought they were 

dishonoured. 

● The Symbolism of violating the ‘Body’ of the Nation: 

The land was frequently feminized and referred to as 

“Motherland” or “Mother Earth” in the larger cultural 

and patriotic narratives of both India and Pakistan. The 

criminals were indirectly desecrating the nation’s 

metaphorical “body” by abusing women. Due to this 

profoundly ingrained cultural symbolism, women’s 

bodies became the scene of wider political and social 

struggles (Kumar, 1993). 

2. Objectives 

● To delve into the root causes of the identity crisis during 

Partition, studying the role of colonialism, religious 

differences, and regional affiliations. 

● To examine the interplay of personal and communal 

identities among women during this turbulent period. 

● To identify distinct patterns of gender-based violence 

during Partition such as sexual assaults, kidnappings, 

forced conversions, and domestic violence. 
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● To analyze the role of various actors, including state and 

non-state players, in perpetrating, preventing, or 

responding to this violence. 

 

3. Literature review 

 

Ahmed, (2018) the piece offers a moving account of the 

terrifying stories of women who were impacted by the 

Partition. The author emphasizes the connection between 

gendered violence and identity crises by using oral histories 

as a source. This demonstrates that the violent border-

drawing process was not only a geopolitical one but also a 

highly subjective and gendered one. The obstacles 

experienced by women throughout the event may be 

explored against a strong backdrop because of Butalia’s 

meticulous research and compelling narration. 

Major, (2014) investigates in depth the problem of women’s 

personhood and rights in the turmoil of Partition. Their 

research highlights the difficulties women confront as a 

direct result of their dual identities as women in a 

patriarchal culture and as citizens of a newly constituted 

nation. The authors demonstrate how during the Partition, 

women’s bodies evolved into contested territory by 

exploring the symbolic and actual violence that they 

experienced. 

Talbot & Singh (2009) a thoughtful analysis of the divide 

centres on the larger issue of trauma and how it affects 

identity. This anthropological perspective on the events 

leading up to India’s partition provides a nuanced 

understanding of how gendered violence and identity crises 

interact. According to the book, women had a severe 

identity crisis as a result of being forced into roles and 

identities they had not chosen in combination with their 

painful experiences and social expectations. 

Zamindar, (2007) while the work’s primary focus is on the 

political forces that led to Partition, it provides important 

background material on how the wider political dynamics 

impacted local events. The overall attitude and contentious 
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politics discussed in the book create an environment that is 

conducive to gendered violence and identity conflicts. Jalal’s 

viewpoints can be quite helpful in comprehending the 

general political context that made it more difficult for 

women to survive the divide. 

Bagchi & Ray (2005) Exploration of women’s roles in Islamic 

nations is important for this subject, especially in the 

context of nation-building and identity creation. The book 

provides insight into how religious identities may affect, and 

at times dictate, gendered roles and expectations, even if it 

is not only focused on India’s split. For a better 

understanding of the Indian Partition scenario, the 

arguments on gendered violence within the context of 

religious nationalism and identity crises are especially 

pertinent. 

4. Research Methodology 

This study technique uses a mixed-method approach to fully 

comprehend the nuances of identity crisis and gendered 

violence during India’s Partition. This includes both 

quantitative and qualitative data sources in an effort to 

present a complete viewpoint. Our goal is to go beyond 

statistics and data in order to understand the social, 

psychological, and personal reality of the women who were 

impacted by this significant historical event. 

4.1 Method of research 

Our mixed-method approach was chosen because of the 

subject’s inherent complexity. While quantitative data can 

provide us a macrocosmic perspective on the scope and 

broad trends of gendered violence and displacement, it 

frequently lacks the nuances and human touch required to 

fully comprehend the psychological and emotional effects of 

such occurrences. Contrarily, qualitative data allows us to 

gain a deeper grasp of the socio-cultural implications and a 

stronger connection to the lived experiences of individuals. 

By integrating these approaches, we want to provide a 

comprehensive picture that accurately represents both 

general trends and unique experiences. 
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4.2 Data Sources and Collection Methods:  

To comprehend the immediacy of the encounters because 

to the personal narratives and unfiltered data provided by 

these sources. Secondary materials, such scholarly articles, 

novels, and movies, which provided contextual analysis and 

already collated data, were used to supplement secondary 

sources. 

Census data, official documents, and non-governmental 

organization (NGO) reports from the immediate post-

Partition period as our primary sources for quantitative data 

have been used. This gave us statistical information about 

the number of migrants, the frequency of violent crimes, 

and the makeup of the communities impacted. 

5. Results and Discussion 

5.1 Interrelation between Identity Crisis and Gendered 

Violence 

An understanding of how gendered violence can be caused 

by or magnified by identity crises, and how identity crises 

among women can be further exacerbated by gendered 

violence. We may better comprehend the combined 

consequences these two occurrences had on women during 

the partition of India by looking at the complex link between 

them. 

Understanding the Relationship: Identity Crisis as a 

Precursor to Violence: People or groups who are 

experiencing an identity crisis may see those who are 

different from them as dangers because of their religion, 

ethnicity, or other differences. Violence against these 

groups may be justified in part by this impression. 

Gendered Violence as a Means to Assert Identity: Declaring 

one’s religion or ethnic identity became crucial in the 

confusion of the division. Some people turned to using 

violence against women who belonged to the “other” group 

as a means of establishing their authority and defining their 

own identities. 
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Violence Leading to Further Identity Crisis: Women who 

experience assault frequently have their identities changed 

against their choice. This might be being forced to convert 

to a different faith or being shunned by their peers because 

of the shame attached to being a victim. Their identity 

dilemma was made worse by this. 

Table 1: Instances of Identity Crisis leading to Gendered 

Violence 

Trigger for Identity Crisis Resulting Acts of Gendered Violence 

Forced migrations Rape, Abductions 

Loss of homeland Forced marriages, Conversions 

Perceived threats from other 

religious groups 

Honor killings, Sexual assault 

 

Table 2: Gendered Violence leading to Further Identity Crisis 

Acts of Gendered 

Violence 

Resulting Identity Crisis 

Forced conversions Change in religious identity, ostracization 

Rape Stigmatization, ostracization from community 

Abductions Forced marriages, change in community identity 

 

Discussion: 

The tables show a vicious cycle in which gendered violence 

causes identity problem, which then makes the identity 

crisis worse. Acts of violence that questioned or forced 

altered women’s identities added to their pain as they 

already struggled with the loss of their homes and 

community. 

Understanding the connection between gendered violence 

and identity crises is essential to understanding the 

complexity of difficulties women encountered during the 

division. Future conflicts may be spared from such gendered 

violence by ending this cycle and addressing the underlying 

causes of identity crisis. 

5.2 Social, Political, and Cultural Impacts 
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Social Impacts: 

The horrific events leading up to the split have long-lasting 

societal repercussions that have affected subsequent 

generations. During this time, gendered violence and an 

identity crisis had an impact on societal, familial, and 

communal structures as well as women’s mental health and 

position in the newly constituted countries. 

Table 3: Social Impacts of Gendered Violence and Identity 

Crisis during Partition 

Aspect Description Implication/Consequence 

Family 

Structures 

Breakdown of traditional family units due 

to displacement & violence. 

Emergence of new family dynamics; 

orphaned children. 

Community 

Bonds 

Division along religious lines; hostility 

between erstwhile neighbors. 

Formation of homogenous community 

enclaves. 

Mental Health Traumatic experiences leading to long-

term mental health issues. 

Need for mental health interventions in 

post-partition India. 

Women’s 

Status 

Degradation of women’s status due to 

abduction, rape, and stigma. 

Slow progress in women’s rights & societal 

acceptance. 

 

Political Impacts: 

Political action needed to be taken quickly in response to the 

upheaval and early aftermath of the division, particularly 

with regard to gendered violence and identity problems. 

Strong administrative and rehabilitation efforts were 

required due to the enormous volume of relocation and the 

situation of the kidnapped women. Millions of refugees 

were suddenly forced to seek asylum in India and Pakistan, 

and governments on both sides were suddenly forced to 

deal with their problems. The sorrow of missing women 

came to the forefront, inspiring the Abducted Persons 

(Recovery & Restoration) Act, which sought to return 

missing women to their families. In addition to leaving 

personal wounds, the gendered violence that took place 

during the partition exacerbated the hostility between the 

newly established countries of India and Pakistan. Border 

tensions escalated as a result of reports of rape, mutilation, 

and kidnapping coming from both sides of the border and 
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being used as propaganda weapons to demonise the other. 

A massive identity crisis brought forth by partition forced 

people to reassess their national, ethnic, and religious 

identities. This has significant political implications. In India, 

the political elite struggled to construct a secular state 

against a backdrop of religious violence while trying to 

define the identity of the country. This secular vision, 

however, was frequently threatened by the pain of the 

division. On the other hand, Pakistan, which was envisioned 

as a homeland for Muslims, had its own unique set of 

difficulties in defining its own sense of national identity. 

Table 4: Political Impacts of Gendered Violence and 

Identity Crisis during Partition 

Aspect Description Implication/Consequence 

Policy 

Formulation 

Urgent policies formed to address 

refugee crisis & rehabilitate women. 

Ad-hoc decision making; long-term 

implications for governance. 

Border Tensions Gendered violence amplifying 

animosity between India & Pakistan. 

Persistent geopolitical tensions & 

militarization. 

National 

Identity 

Definition of national identity based on 

religious & gender lines.  

Deepened divides; challenges in secular 

governance. 

 

Cultural Impacts: 

The literature and art of the time gave voice to the 

Partition’s painful experiences, which were characterised by 

incidents of gendered violence and identity crises. Poets, 

writers, and painters struggled with the eerie recollections, 

expressing their anguish, perplexity, and desire through 

their works. Saadat Hasan Manto, Khushwant Singh, and 

Amrita Pritam, among others, gave moving depictions of the 

brutality, relocation, and profound emotional wounds 

inflicted upon people, with a focus on the special hardships 

experienced by women. The raw emotions of the time were 

represented in their works, such as Manto’s “Toba Tek 

Singh” or Pritam’s “Ajj Aakhaan Waris Shah Nu,” but they 

also functioned as a type of catharsis, helping both the 

artists and the viewers to comprehend the gravity of the 

catastrophes they had seen or heard about. The public’s 

memories and interpretation of the Partition were 
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significantly shaped by film, a potent narrative medium. 

Films like “Garm Hava,” “Train to Pakistan,” and “Pinjar” 

showed the heartbreaking tales of homes abandoned and 

families ripped apart, as well as the particular hardship of 

women caught in the crossfire of intergroup animosity. 

Particular emphasis was placed on how vulnerable women 

were during this turbulent time, from kidnappings to forced 

marriages and conversions. 

The oral histories that have been passed down from one 

generation to the next have been crucial in preserving the 

firsthand accounts of individuals who suffered under the 

horrors of the Partition. In both India and Pakistan, these 

human narratives, which are rife with tales of desire, 

relocation, violence, and frequently, hope, have played a 

significant role in influencing views and intercommoned 

interactions. The experiences of women are particularly 

important because they show not just pain and victimization 

but also resiliency and regeneration. These tales are being 

methodically documented through programmes like The 

1947 Partition Archive, ensuring that the voices of people 

who experienced the Partition, particularly women, are 

preserved for future generations. 

Table 5: Cultural Impacts of Gendered Violence and 

Identity Crisis during Partition 

Aspect Description Implication/Consequence 

Literature & 

Art 

Emergence of literature, paintings, & 

poems reflecting partition experiences. 

A rich body of work dedicated to partition 

trauma. 

Cinema Films capturing the stories of lost homes, 

divided families, and women’s plights. 

Shaping public memory & understanding of 

partition. 

Oral 

Histories 

Narratives of displacement, longing, loss, 

& violence passed through generations. 

Living memories influencing perceptions & 

inter-community relations. 

 

The tables capture the partition’s many effects, particularly 

as they relate to gendered violence and identity crises. A 

thorough research would examine each of these topics in 

depth, use primary sources, testimonials, and archive 

material to clarify the implications and effects discussed. 
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The tables only offer a summarized picture of the issues at 

hand. 

5.3 Comparisons with Other Historical Contexts 

The analysis of gendered violence and identity crises during 

India’s partition can be further contextualized by comparing 

it with other significant historical events where similar 

patterns emerged. Through this comparison, we aim to 

discern commonalities, variations, and patterns. 

Table 6: Overview of Historical Contexts 

Event Time Period Region Major Parties Involved 

India’s Partition 1947 South Asia Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs 

Rwandan Genocide 1994 Africa Hutus, Tutsis 

Bosnian War (specifically focusing on 

gendered violence in the conflict) 

1992-1995 Europe Bosniaks, Serbs, Croats 

The Armenian Genocide 1915-1923 Ottoman 

Empire/Middle 

East 

Armenians, Ottoman Turks 

 

Table 7: Nature of Gendered Violence and Identity Crisis 

Event Forms of Gendered Violence Manifestation of Identity Crisis 

India’s Partition Abductions, forced conversions, 

rape 

Forced migration, religious conversions, loss 

of homeland 

Rwandan Genocide Rape, sexual slavery, forced 

pregnancy 

Ethnic identity attacks, mass killings 

Bosnian War Rape camps, sexual mutilation Forced displacement, religious identity 

attacks 

The Armenian 

Genocide 

Mass rape, sexual slavery, forced 

conversions 

Mass deportations, forced conversions 

 

Table 8: Societal and Political Impacts Post-Event 
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Event Societal Impact Political Impact 

India’s Partition Long-lasting communal tensions, 

religious polarization 

Formation of two separate nations 

Rwandan Genocide Deep ethnic divisions, trauma Establishment of new government and 

reconciliation efforts 

Bosnian War Ethnic tensions, population 

displacement 

Dayton Agreement, establishment of a 

multi-ethnic state 

The Armenian 

Genocide 

Armenian diaspora, loss of cultural 

heritage 

Treaty of Sèvres, formation of modern 

Turkey 

 

Discussion: 

Common Patterns: Women were explicitly targeted in all of 

these incidents, not merely as the violent victims but also as 

symbolic exemplars of the community’s honour, dignity, or 

purity. It evolved into a strategy to denigrate, humiliate, and 

control the rival group through abusing women. 

Variations: Depending on the underlying cultural, religious, 

or political motives, several gendered violence forms 

existed. For instance, rape was clearly seen as a weapon of 

war during the Rwandan Genocide and the Bosnian War, but 

forced conversions were pervasive during the Partition and 

the Armenian Genocide. 

Societal & Political Impact: A variety of cultural and political 

transformations, including the creation of new nations and 

enduring ethnic divides, were brought about by the 

aftermath of these catastrophic events. Understanding 

these can assist society and governments in preparing for or 

responding to crises similar to them in the future. 

6. Conclusion 

The examination of the difficulties women encountered 

during India’s Partition throws light on the significant effects 

of gendered violence and identity crises during times of war 

and upheaval. In order to comprehend the experiences of 

women throughout historical events like the Partition, it is 

crucial to acknowledge and confront the complex 

interconnections of gender, religion, nationality, and 
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violence. The experiences of the many women who 

struggled with gender identity and suffered gendered 

violence serve as a sobering reminder of the human cost of 

such disputes. These stories have shown that, both as 

individuals and as symbolic representatives of their 

communities and countries, women frequently take the 

brunt of violence. Women’s bodies are violated as a way to 

exercise dominance, power, and control, maintaining a 

traumatising cycle that lasts for generations. 

We obtain a deeper understanding of the recurrent patterns 

of violence and identity crises during wars by contrasting our 

findings with analogous instances in historical contexts 

throughout the world. By identifying these tendencies, we 

may create plans for preventing and reducing gendered 

violence as well as dealing with identity crises in current and 

future conflicts. It is critical to make sure that women’s 

rights are upheld, that their experiences are recognised, and 

that their voices are heard in both the formulation of policy 

and post-conflict reconstruction initiatives. Governments, 

NGOs, and international organisations must immediately 

begin putting comprehensive measures in place to stop and 

address gendered violence during wars. Access to 

healthcare, legal assistance, psychosocial counselling, and 

educational possibilities should all be made available to the 

impacted women. Similar to this, interventions designed to 

deal with identity crises should encourage participation 

from the local community, tolerance promotion, and the 

development of inclusive national identities that take into 

account the diversity of cultures and faiths. 

The experiences of women during the partition of India are 

a monument to their tenacity, bravery, and tenacity in the 

face of unfathomable tragedy. We honour their 

accomplishments and set the groundwork for a more fair 

and equitable future where women’s rights are protected 

and the horrors of gendered violence and identity crises are 

never again experienced by understanding and respecting 

their experiences. 
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