
Journal of Namibian Studies, 35 S1 (2023): 3524-3536     ISSN: 2197-5523 (online) 

 

3524 
 

Average Span Of Marriage In India 
 

 

Dr. Sourabh Sharma ( LL.M., Ph.D.) 
 

Guest Faculty, Madhav Law College, Gwalior. 

 

Abstract 

Marriage is a significant institution in India, well established in 

cultural and social practices. The average span of marriage, 

defined as the term between the wedding and the possible 

disintegration of the association, is a subject of interest and 

importance. This report plans to examine and analyze the 

average span of marriage in India, considering different factors 

like cultural norms, changing societal dynamics, economic 

influences, and legitimate viewpoints. By exploring the verifiable 

foundation, latest things, and future projections, this report 

gives an exhaustive understanding of the average span of 

marriage in India. Marriage is a consecrated institution in India, 

symbolizing the association of two individuals and their families. 

Throughout the long term, the average span of marriage in the 

nation has drawn significant consideration because of changing 

societal dynamics, monetary variables, and lawful 

contemplations. This report dives into the elements that 

influence the average span of marriage in India, aiming to give 

an in-depth analysis of this significant part of Indian culture. 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Cultural and Social Factors  

2.1. Arranged Marriages 

Arranged marriages are a predominant practice in “India”, where 

the groups of the bride and groom assume a critical part in 

choosing a reasonable accomplice. In such marriages, the couple 

often goes into a deep-rooted responsibility without knowing one 

another well before marriage. The span of these marriages can be 

impacted by a few elements (Chiplunkar, 2021). In the event that 

the couple can foster areas of strength for trust, and 

understanding over the long haul, their marriage might keep going 

for quite a while. Assuming that similarity issues or the absence of 

close-to-home association emerge, the marriage might confront 

difficulties and possibly end separately. It means a lot to take note 
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that the typical range of arranged marriages can shift enormously, 

with some lasting for a couple of years and others persevering for 

a considerable length of time. 

 
Figure 1: Marital Status in India 

(Source: https://static.toiimg.com) 

2.2. Role of Family and Society 

In “Indian society”, the family assumes a vital part in marriages. 

Families often think about variables like economic well-being, 

standing, religion, monetary soundness, and similarity in the 

matchmaking system. The impact of family and society can affect 

the span of marriages in more ways than one (Hortaçsu, et al. 

2019). The solid emotionally supportive network given by family 

and the social shame related to separation can urge couples to 

figure out their conjugal problems, prompting longer-lasting 

marriages. Then again, cultural strain and assumptions to adjust 

to customary standards might add to couples remaining in 

despondent or contradictory marriages, bringing about more 

limited terms  

3.0 Changing Societal Dynamics  

3.1. Shifting Mindsets and Attitudes 

India has seen massive changes in cultural elements, especially 

with regard to shifting mindsets and attitudes toward marriage. 

Customarily, marriage in India was viewed as a lifelong 

commitment, and divorce was often derided. Notwithstanding, 

there has been a recognizable change in attitudes, particularly 

among the more youthful age. One of the key elements adding to 

this change is expanded openness to worldwide cultures and 
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thoughts through the media and the web (Javed, 2021) Youthful 

Indians currently approach a great many viewpoints on 

connections and marriage, which has prompted a more liberal 

methodology. They are more disposed to focus on private 

satisfaction and similarity in their decision of a soul mate, as 

opposed to exclusively zeroing in on cultural assumptions or 

family endorsement. Ladies strengthening and orientation equity 

developments play had a significant impact in reshaping attitudes 

towards marriage. Ladies in India are currently more taught, 

monetarily free, and have more prominent dynamic power. This 

has given them the certainty to challenge conventional standards 

and look for connections in view of shared regard and 

correspondence. 

3.2. Influence of Education and Urbanization 

Education and urbanization play had a critical impact in forming 

the typical range of marriage in India. As education levels have 

ascended the nation over, especially among ladies, it has 

prompted a change in the needs and desires of people with regard 

to marriage. Education equips people with information, decisive 

reasoning abilities, and openness to various thoughts and ways of 

life. It expands their viewpoint and empowers them to settle on 

informed decisions about their own lives, including marriage. 

Instructed people often focus on self-improvement, professional 

success, and self-satisfaction, which can now and again prompt 

deferred marriages or more limited terms of marriage. 

Urbanization significantly affects marriage designs in India 

(Khanna, 2020). As additional individuals move to urban 

communities looking for better open doors, they are presented 

with different cultures, values, and ways of life. Metropolitan 

regions give more prominent freedom, admittance to present-day 

conveniences, and a more liberal climate contrasted with 

provincial regions. This metropolitan influence has added to 

changing attitudes towards marriage, with people looking for 

accomplices who share their qualities, interests, and yearnings. 

 

4.0 Economic Influences  

4.1. Financial Stability and Employment 

Financial stability and employment are huge monetary effects on 

the average span of marriage in India. In a nation where organized 

marriages are predominant, financial stability is often viewed as a 

critical factor in the dynamic cycle. Couples and their families 
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often evaluate each other's financial foundations and possibilities 

prior to continuing with a marriage proposal. At the point when 

people have stable employment and consistent pay, it gives a 

feeling of safety and trust in their capacity to help a family (Misra, 

et al. 2021). Financial stability adds to an effective marriage as it 

empowers couples to meet their essential requirements, satisfy 

their obligations, and plan for what's in store. Vulnerability and 

financial pressure, then again, can strain a marriage and lead to 

clashes and disappointment. Financial stability likewise assumes a 

part in deciding the planning of a marriage. In India, many couples 

like to postpone marriage until they have accomplished a specific 

degree of financial security. This deferral permits people to zero in 

on their schooling, lay out their professions, and collect reserve 

funds, guaranteeing a more steady starting point for their Married 

life. 

4.2. Socioeconomic Factors 

Socioeconomic factors likewise essentially affect the average span 

of marriage in India. These factors include different social and 

financial parts of people and their networks, molding their 

mentalities and ways of behaving toward marriage. Schooling 

assumes a fundamental part in impacting the average span of 

marriage. As instructive open doors have worked in India, there 

has been a developing pattern of people, especially ladies, chasing 

after advanced education and professional goals (Mittal, et al. 

220). This change in mentality has prompted a postponement in 

marriage as people focus on their own professional development 

prior to settling down. Another significant socioeconomic factor is 

the changing job of ladies in Indian culture. With expanded 

instructive and vocation open doors, ladies are acquiring 

autonomy and strengthening. They are bound to look for 

accomplices who support their desires and regard their 

independence. This shift has prompted an ascent in marriages in 

light of common similarities and shared values, which often bring 

about longer-lasting relationships. 
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Figure 2: Age Gap among Married couple 

(Source: http://indpaedia.com) 

5.0 Legal Aspects 

5.1. Divorce Laws and Procedures  

In India, divorce laws and procedures are fundamentally 

represented by the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, the Unique 

Marriage Act of 1954, and the Indian Divorce Act of 1869. Under 

the Hindu Marriage Act, either party to the marriage can look for 

divorce on unambiguous grounds like infidelity, brutality, 

departure, and change to another religion, mental confusion, or 

incurable infections. The Unique Marriage Act applies to interfaith 

marriages and gives arrangements to divorce on comparative 

grounds. The Indian Divorce Act fundamentally covers Christian 

marriages and permits divorce on grounds of infidelity, 

mercilessness, transformation to another religion, or incurable 

infections (Paul, 2020). Divorce proceedings in India can be time-

consuming and complex. The court energizes compromise and 

offers open doors for mediation and counseling to accommodate 

the gatherings. On the off chance that the compromise fizzles, the 

court continues with the divorce proceedings, which involve 

presenting proof, cross-examinations, and declarations from the 

two players. It's critical to take note that divorce laws in India can 

shift depending on the individual laws relevant to various 
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religions. For instance, Muslim marriages are represented by 

Islamic individual laws, and the course of divorce is administered 

by the Disintegration of Muslim Marriages Act, of 1939, which has 

its own particular prerequisites and procedures [Referred to 

Appendix 2]. 

5.2. Judicial System and its Impact 

Adjudication: The courts are answerable for adjudicating divorce 

cases, ensuring that the laws and procedures are observed, and 

making choices in light of the proof introduced and legal 

arrangements. 

Time and Complexity: Divorce proceedings in India can be time-

consuming and complex because of various factors, including the 

overabundance of cases, procedural postponements, and the 

need to lay out legal reasons for divorce. This can bring about 

delayed legal fights and profound pressure on the gatherings 

involved. 

Mediation and Counseling: The judicial system advances 

mediation and counseling for resolving questions and reconciling 

couples prior to proceeding with the divorce. This approach 

expects to safeguard the institution of marriage and support 

neighborly settlements. 

Protection of Rights: The legal executive defends the rights of the 

two players involved in divorce proceedings, ensuring that fair 

treatment is followed, and fair and just choices are made. It 

considers factors like the authority of youngsters, provision, 

property division, and financial help. 

Legal Reform: The judicial system assumes a pivotal part in 

shaping divorce laws and procedures through its interpretation 

and decisions. Over the long haul, courts have added to legal 

reforms by recognizing new justifications for divorce, addressing 

orientation inequalities, and evolving the legal structure to meet 

changing cultural standards. 

6.0 Historical Perspective  

6.1. Traditional Notions of Marriage 

In traditional Indian society, marriage was viewed as a holy and 

deep-rooted relationship between two people. It was principally 

viewed as a way to layout and keep up with social security. The 

accentuation was put on the similarity between families as 

opposed to individual similarity (Sabale, et al. 2022). Arrange 

marriages were pervasive, where guardians and elderly folks 

assumed a critical part in picking a reasonable accomplice in view 
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of variables like positions, economic well-being, and financial 

contemplations. Divorce was interesting and detailed, and the 

assumption was for marriages to endure forever.    

6.2. Evolution of Marital Practices 

Throughout the long term, India’s marital practices have 

undergone massive changes. With modernization, urbanization, 

and expanding openness to Western qualities, there has been a 

steady shift towards individual decisions and similarities in 

marriage. More youthful ages presently have more office in 

choosing their soul mates (Sheykhi, 2020). Love marriages, where 

people pick their accomplices based on individual inclinations and 

close-to-home similarities, have become more common, 

particularly in metropolitan regions. This shift has likewise 

prompted a higher acknowledgment of separation as a way to end 

inconsistent marriages. Thus, the typical range of marriages in 

India has seen a decay, with certain examinations proposing it to 

associate with 12-15 years by and large. 

7.0 Factors Affecting the Average Span of Marriage 

7.1. Age at Marriage: The average range of marriage in India can 

be affected by the age at which people get hitched. Customarily, 

early marriages were normal in India, especially for ladies. 

Nonetheless, over the years, there has been a shift towards 

weddings at a later age. Factors like expanded education, career 

aspirations, and changing normal practices have added to the 

pattern of weddings at a later age. As people center on their 

education and lay out their careers, they might delay marriage, 

prompting longer average ranges of marriage [Referred to 

Appendix 1]. 

7.2. Education and Career Aspirations: Education and career 

aspirations assume a critical part in deciding the average range of 

marriage in India. With the rising accentuation on education, 

especially for ladies, people are putting additional time and 

exertion in seeking after higher education and building their 

careers. This often prompts delayed marriages as people focus on 

their educational and professional objectives. Higher levels of 

education and career aspirations will generally be associated with 

longer average ranges of marriage. 

7.3. Compatibility and Communication: The nature of 

compatibility and communication between partners likewise 

influences the average range of marriage. A solid foundation of 

compatibility and viable communication is fundamental for a 

fruitful and durable marriage. Couples who can understand and 
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uphold one another, resolve clashes, and keep up with open lines 

of communication are bound to have longer marriages. 

Conversely, marriages with critical compatibility issues or 

unfortunate communication might be more inclined to finish off 

with separation or separation, bringing about more limited 

average ranges of marriage. 

7.4. Financial Stability: Financial stability is a significant variable 

that impacts the average range of marriage in India. Couples who 

are financially steady and have a protected economic foundation 

are bound to have longer-enduring marriages. Economic 

challenges and financial pressure can overburden a marriage, 

prompting expanded clashes and possibly more limited durations. 

Therefore, financial stability, including variables like business, pay, 

and financial preparation, can add to the average range of 

marriage. 

7.5. Gender Equality and Empowerment: Gender equality and 

empowerment essentially affect the average range of marriage in 

India. As ladies acquire independence, education, and economic 

freedom, they are progressively settling on decisions about their 

own lives, including the choice to wed and when to wed. This 

change in gender dynamics can bring about longer average ranges 

of marriage, as ladies are bound to focus on their own objectives, 

aspirations, and compatibility in picking a soul mate. Gender 

equality and empowerment add to better and more supportable 

marriages, thereby influencing the overall average range of 

marriage in the country. 

8.0 Consequences and Implications  

The average span of marriage in India fluctuates depending on 

different factors like culture, financial background, and individual 

preferences. Be that as it may, traditionally, marriages in India 

have been viewed as long-lasting responsibilities. Separate from 

rates have been somewhat low contrasted with Western nations, 

indicating a more extended average span of marriage. The 

outcomes and ramifications of longer marriages include solidness 

and social union, protection of family values, intergenerational 

support frameworks, and a feeling that everything is good. 

Nonetheless, it can likewise prompt difficulties like compromising 

individual happiness, restricted open doors for development and 

self-revelation, and possible troubles in ending unfortunate or 

oppressive connections. 

 

Arranged Marriage Statistics 
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States Men Women 

Bengaluru 46 34 

Chennai 44 26 

Delhi 56 40 

Hyderabad 33 30 

Kolkata 59 53 

Mumbai 55 43 

Pune 49 39 

Table 1: Arranged Marriage Statistics 

(Source: Self-Created in MS Word) 

This table delivers the Arrange marriage statistics of India state 

wise. In this table In Bengaluru, there are 46 men and 34 women, 

In Chennai 44 men and 26 women, In Delhi 586 men and 40 

women In Hyderabad 33 men and 30 women, in Hyderabad 33 

men and 30 women, in Kolkata 59 men and 53 women in Mumbai 

55 men and 43 women and in Pune 49 men and 39 women 

 

 
Figure 3: Arranged Marriage Statistics 

(Source: Self-Created in MS Excel) 

This graphs shows that men are higher than women in India and 

Kolkata is on the top of all state in the arrange marriage statistics. 
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9.0 Conclusion 

The average span of marriage in India fluctuates depending on 

different factors like cultural background, social norms, and 

individual preferences. Traditionally, marriages in India have been 

viewed as long-lasting responsibilities, with the assumption that 

couples will remain together til' the very end. Notwithstanding, as 

of late, there has been a progressive change in perspectives 

toward marriage and an increase in separate rates. According to 

accessible information, the average term of marriage in India is 

around 12-15 years. This average is influenced by both early 

marriages, which will generally have longer terms, and instances 

of separation and division that happen within a couple of long 

stretches of marriage. Factors like compatibility, communication, 

financial strength, and cultural tensions can influence the life span 

of a marriage. It is essential to take note of that these figures are 

gauges and can fluctuate generally across various districts and 

networks in India. Cultural changes, evolving orientation jobs, and 

increased mindfulness about individual freedoms and decisions 

might add to further changes in the average span of marriages in 

the country. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Average Age of Marriage in India 

 
(Source: downtoearth.org.in)  
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Appendix 2: Divorce Laws and Procedures 

 
(Source: https://www.legalserviceindia.com) 


