Journal of Namibian Studies, 34 S2(2023): 2399-2409 ISSN: 2197-5523 (online)

Social Media As A Tool For Political Messaging:
Assessing Rahul Gandhi's Communication Strategy
In The 2023 Karnataka Assembly
Election

Aijaz Ahmad Mir, Dr A. Nageswara Rao

Maulana Azad National Urdu University,
Hyderabad, Telangana.

Abstract

The Karnataka assembly election of 2023 marked a watershed
moment in the convergence of media and politics, as the profound
influence of various digital platforms has transcended traditional
boundaries, reshaped public opinion, and redefined the contours
of political discourse. The symbiotic dance between political
parties and social media platforms in the electoral landscape
showcased a profound testament to the immense impact that the
media, particularly social media, exerts on the democratic
landscape, paving the way for a new era of political campaigns
defined by innovation, connectivity, and the relentless pursuit of
the hearts and minds of the electorate. This paper delves into a
comprehensive study of the impactful election campaignhing
speeches delivered by Rahul Gandhi, a prominent figure in Indian
politics, during the highly significant 2023 election campaign. Using
a combination of primary and secondary data, this study
meticulously handpicked three captivating YouTube speeches
directly from the official channel of the 'Indian National Congress.
Through an examination of these speeches, this paper unveils the
nuances of his communication style, elucidating the impact he
aimed to create during this crucial electoral event. This research
sheds light on the dynamics of political communication and
showcases the potential of YouTube as a powerful platform for
political campaigning.

Keywords: Social media, Rahul Gandhi, Karnataka assembly
election, YouTube.

Introduction

The Karnataka assembly election of 2023 has witnessed an awe-
inspiring convergence of media and politics, as the profound influence
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of various digital platforms has transcended traditional boundaries,
reshaped public opinion, and redefined the contours of political
discourse. With a staggering 62 million internet users in Karnataka,
the role of social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, WhatsApp, and YouTube has reached unprecedented
heights, serving as veritable catalysts for political parties to forge
connections with voters and propagate their messages with
resounding impact (Oneindia Staff Correspondent, 2023). In this
digital arena, political parties, notably the BJP, Congress, and Janta Dal
(Secular), have demonstrated remarkable prowess by harnessing the
power of social media to establish direct lines of communication with
the electorate, thereby moulding their campaigns in truly
transformative ways. Embracing the vibrant realm of social media,
these political entities have strategically deployed dedicated teams of
social media experts adept at curating captivating content,
orchestrating precisely targeted advertisements, and vigilantly
monitoring the online discourse surrounding their party and rivals.

The unprecedented amalgamation of technology and politics
witnessed in the Karnataka assembly election of 2023 has ushered in
an era of dynamic political engagement, where the virtual sphere has
become an indispensable battlefield for shaping public opinion and
securing electoral victories. This ground-breaking paradigm shift
underscores the profound impact that the media, particularly social
media, exerts on the democratic landscape, paving the way for a new
era of political campaigns defined by innovation, connectivity and the
relentless pursuit of the hearts and minds of the electorate. The
political parties in Karnataka embraced the power of social media to
captivate and mobilise a significant portion of the electorate: the first-
time voters. Recognising the immense influence these young voters
wield, the parties embarked on a strategic engagement journey,
aiming to forge a deep connection between their respective political
ideologies and the burgeoning minds of these new voters (Ramesh,
2023).

Campaigners representing various political parties attested to the
escalating relevance of social media in this electoral race, with a surge
of millennials and Gen Z individuals emerging as first-time voters (The
Hindu Bureau, 2023). Amidst this landscape, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) showcased a formidable presence on social media
platforms. Deploying an arsenal of viral content, including captivating
videos, humorous memes, and visually compelling infographics, the
BJP orchestrated an electrifying campaign surging through the digital
realm. The party boasted an astonishing social media team comprised
of a staggering fifty thousand dedicated volunteers, each actively
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engaged on social media platforms, ensuring an unrelenting
momentum in their online presence.

Meanwhile, the Congress Party adroitly harnessed the power of social
media as a countermeasure to the BJP's pervasive propaganda.
Employing a highly targeted approach, Congress strategically
disseminated tailored advertisements, effectively reaching specific
voter groups. Furthermore, the party crafted compelling social media
content, meticulously highlighting its monumental achievements
within the state of Karnataka, seeking to sway the hearts and minds
of potential voters.

Similarly, the Janta Dal (Secular) deftly leveraged the expansive reach
of social media to foster meaningful connections with the state's
electorate. Eager to position themselves as a formidable alternative
to the two dominant parties, the Janta Dal (Secular) passionately
engaged with voters through various social media platforms,
employing persuasive narratives and resonant messages.

The symbiotic dance between political parties and social media
platforms in Karnataka's electoral landscape showcased a profound
testament to the ever-increasing impact of digital spaces. Through
innovative strategies, mesmerising content, and an unwavering
commitment to engagement, these parties successfully harnessed
the transformative potential of social media, leaving an indelible mark
on the consciousness of first-time voters and shaping the course of
political discourse in the state.

The influence of the digital realm during the 2023 Karnataka assembly
election was nothing short of awe-inspiring. Netizens harnessed the
power of social media with unprecedented fervour. Dynamic and
impactful social media campaigns like #KarnatakaVotes and
#KarnatakaElections2023 reverberated across Twitter, inundating the
platform with information, insightful analyses, and impassioned
opinions. In a testament to the modern political landscape, the BJP,
ID (secular), and Congress, recognising the immense potential of
digital advertising, joined forces and invested a staggering sum of 2.6
crore rupees in strategic Facebook and Instagram advertisements.
Amongst the contenders, Congress emerged as the undisputed leader
in digital advertising, displaying their strong commitment by
allocating 1.35 crore rupees towards their campaign (Kulkarni, 2023).

The triumph of the Congress in the Karnataka assembly election was
historic. Securing a resounding victory with an astounding 135 seats,
the party accomplished their most significant win in seats and vote
share in Karnataka since the landmark 1989 elections (Chitre, 2023).
The aftermath of this momentous victory was marked by an eruption
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of social media, teeming with an array of memes that captured the
spectrum of reactions to Congress' triumph and the palpable anguish
experienced by ardent BJP supporters (Livemint, 2023).

This paper delves into a comprehensive study of the impactful
election campaign speeches delivered by Rahul Gandhi on YouTube
during the 2023 Karnataka assembly election. By analyzing these
speeches, this study aims to unravel the captivating dynamics and
resonant messages that played a pivotal role in shaping the electoral
landscape.

Research Objective

To find out the online strategies adopted by Rahul Gandhi during the
2023 Karnataka assembly election .

Research Method

This research showcases a meticulous qualitative analysis that delves
deep into political communication. By employing a combination of
primary and secondary data, this paper comprehensively explores the
speeches delivered by Rahul Gandhi, a prominent figure in Indian
politics, during the highly significant 2023 Karnataka assembly
election campaign. Drawing upon the power of primary data, the
study meticulously handpicked three YouTube speeches directly from
the official channel of the ‘Indian National Congress.' These speeches,
skilfully delivered by Rahul Gandhi, provide an invaluable glimpse into
his political rhetoric and strategies during this pivotal election period.

Through examining these speeches, this research offers unique
insights into the charismatic oratory skills, persuasive techniques, and
public engagement strategies employed by Rahul Gandhi. By
harnessing the power of qualitative analysis, the paper unveils the
nuances of his communication style, elucidating the impact he aimed
to create on the electorate during this crucial electoral event.
Supplemented by the judicious utilisation of secondary data, the
study enhances its comprehensiveness and contextual
understanding. Leveraging reputable sources, the research builds
upon the existing body of knowledge surrounding political
communication, enriching the scholarly discourse on the subject
matter.

This research sheds light on the dynamics of political communication
and showcases the potential of YouTube as a powerful platform for
political campaigning. By combining meticulous data selection,
rigorous analysis, and insightful interpretation, this paper provides a
compelling narrative that contributes to the wider understanding of
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political discourse and communication strategies in contemporary
electoral contexts.

Online Communication Strategies

Explosive Allegations: Rahul Gandhi Launches Scathing Attack on
BJP's Reign in Karnataka

In a fiery and impassioned speech, Rahul Gandhi, the prominent
opposition leader, unleashed a barrage of accusations against the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in Karnataka, leaving the nation
astounded and questioning the integrity of the government.
Highlighting the magnitude of corruption that has plagued the state
under the BJP's rule, Gandhi revealed a shocking revelation that has
sent shockwaves through the political landscape.

Corruption Nexus: Unmasking the BJP's Veil of Deceit

With determined conviction, Rahul Gandhi exposed the dark
underbelly of the BJP's governance in Karnataka, unearthing a web of
lies and corruption that has ensnared the state. Startlingly, it was
revealed that BJP ministers were siphoning off a staggering 40%
commission for every contract in Karnataka. The insidious nature of
this corrupt practice, as confirmed by the Contractors Association, has
cast a shadow over the legitimacy of the BJP's tenure. Astonishingly,
a written complaint was submitted to the Prime Minister, only to be
met with deafening silence. The inaction of the highest office in the
land raises grave concerns about the extent of this malfeasance.

Rampant Scams: Exposing the BJP's Decaying Moral Fibre

Rahul Gandhi's scathing critique did not stop at the pervasive
corruption. In a bombshell revelation, he disclosed a scandal involving
the son of an MLA who was caught red-handed accepting a bribe of a
staggering 8 crore rupees. This exposé is just one example of a litany
of scams that have plagued Karnataka under the BJP's rule. The Police
Sub Inspector, Assistant Professor, and Assistant Engineer scams, all
unfolding under the watchful eyes of the ruling party, have eroded
public trust and shattered the hopes of a transparent and accountable
government. Rahul Gandhi's words resonated with the populace,
painting a vivid picture of the BJP as the embodiment of avarice and
deceit—a government of thieves.

Divisive Tactics: BJP's Dangerous Game of Hate and Neglect

Rahul Gandhi condemned the BJP for its role in fanning the flames of
communal hatred across the country. Accusing the party of
orchestrating divisions among communities, he laid bare their
disregard for the marginalized and their unabashed favoritism
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towards the wealthy. This stark contrast in priorities underscores the
underlying ethos of the BJP government—an administration that
actively exacerbates societal fault lines rather than working towards
harmony and inclusive growth.

As the nation digests these revelations, the future of Karnataka hangs
in the balance. The accusations levelled by Rahul Gandhi have shaken
the foundations of the BJP's rule in the state and cast doubt on the
party's credibility on a national scale. The clamour for accountability
and transparency has never been louder, leaving the citizens eagerly
awaiting a response from the BJP while opposition supporters rally
behind Rahul Gandhi's impassioned call for justice and change.

Bharat Jodo Yatra

Rahul Gandhi eloquently declared that Congress undertook the
remarkable Bharat Jodo Yatra, a grand expedition symbolising unity
and compassion. In stark contrast, the BJP has regrettably embraced
a politics fuelled by animosity and divisiveness. The recent distressing
outbreak of violence in Manipur is a chilling testament to the
poisonous seeds sown by the BJP's hate politics. Amidst the raging
fires that engulf Manipur, it is disheartening to witness the Prime
Minister and Home Minister prioritise their visits to Karnataka,
seemingly disregarding the urgent needs of Manipur. Wherever the
BJP treads, its presence is marred by the insidious spread of hatred,
strife, and unrest. In this era of escalating divisions, the Congress
stands as a beacon of hope, tirelessly disseminating love and
harmony, for it is through love that the venom of hatred can be
vanquished. The Congress bravely establishes the emporium of love
amidst the chaotic marketplace dominated by hatred, aiming to heal
the nation's wounds and unite it in an unparalleled display of
harmony.

People’s Issues

Rahul Gandhi boldly proclaimed during the Bharat Jodo Yatra that
throngs of concerned citizens flocked to him, bearing witness to many
pressing issues. The despairing youth lamented their stark
unemployment, while women fervently expressed their anguish over
skyrocketing prices of gas cylinders and edible oils, reaching the very
heavens. To compound matters, the exorbitant surge in diesel and
petrol prices inflicted further hardship on the masses. In their lament,
the beleaguered small business owners laid bare the crippling impact
of both GST and demonetisation. With unflinching conviction, Rahul
Gandhi pointed out that the BJP government has ruthlessly stripped
away livelihoods from a staggering 1.5 crore individuals,
unceremoniously plunging a colossal 40 crore people into the clutches

2404



Journal of Namibian Studies, 34 S2(2023): 2399-2409 ISSN: 2197-5523 (online)

of poverty. Today, a chilling reality looms as an alarmingly
disproportionate share of the nation's wealth has become
concentrated within the grasp of a mere 10-15 affluent magnates.

Introducing the Transformative Gruha Lakshmi Scheme

Rahul Gandhi, visionary leader and advocate for women's
empowerment, has unveiled an extraordinary initiative that will
revolutionise women's lives across Karnataka. As the Congress party
prepares to ascend to power, the resolute commitment to socio-
economic progress shines through their ground-breaking Gruha
Lakshmi Scheme. Under this extraordinary scheme, every month, a
generous allowance of two thousand rupees will be extended to each
woman in Karnataka, instilling a renewed sense of financial
independence and security. This paradigm-shifting program aims to
uplift women from all walks of life, recognising their invaluable
contributions to society and empowering them to unlock their true
potential.

The Gruha Lakshmi Scheme represents a profound commitment by
the Congress party to bridge the gender gap, ensuring that women no
longer face the burdens of financial constraints alone. By providing a
recurring monthly stipend, the scheme empowers women to chart
their destinies, pursue education, start businesses, invest in their
families, and create lasting prosperity.

Furthermore, this visionary scheme will foster an environment of
inclusive growth as women become key drivers of economic
development in their communities. By empowering women
economically, the Gruha Lakshmi Scheme catalyses a transformative
ripple effect that uplifts entire households, creating a society that
thrives on equality, opportunity, and progress.

As the sun rises on a new era in Karnataka, the Gruha Lakshmi Scheme
is a testament to the Congress party's unwavering dedication to
uplifting women, enhancing their social status, and propelling them
towards a brighter future. Through this visionary program, Rahul
Gandhi and the Congress party envision a Karnataka where every
woman is celebrated, every dream is within reach, and every
household flourishes under the radiant blessings of the Gruha
Lakshmi Scheme.

Introducing the 'Shakti Scheme'

The Shakti Scheme will be implemented in Karnataka. Under this
scheme, women in Karnataka will be provided with the opportunity
to travel freely on buses within the state. The scheme aims to
promote women's safety, mobility, and empowerment by ensuring
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easy access to public transportation. Through the Shakti Scheme,
women will be granted the freedom to travel without any charges or
restrictions on buses operated by the Karnataka State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) and other government-run transport services.
This initiative will facilitate women's commuting needs and encourage
their active participation in various aspects of society.

Jobs to Youth

In a ground-breaking announcement that reflects his strong
commitment to the empowerment and future of the nation's youth,
Rahul Gandhi, the visionary leader of the Congress party, has revealed
a staggering revelation. Over 2.5 lakh coveted government jobs
remain unoccupied throughout the country. Recognising the urgent
need to address this issue and harness the immense potential of
talented young minds, Rahul Gandhi has pledged to eliminate this
void by ensuring that every one of these vacancies is filled promptly.

However, the Congress party's ambitious plan continues. Displaying a
strong determination to ignite an unstoppable wave of progress and
prosperity, Rahul Gandhi has taken a giant leap forward, vowing to
provide an astonishing 10 lakh young individuals with life-changing
employment opportunities. By unleashing the untapped potential of
youth, the Congress party aims to usher in a new era of
unprecedented growth, propelling the great nation to the forefront of
global innovation and achievement. With this audacious promise,
Rahul Gandhi has captured the entire nation's imagination,
demonstrating his firm resolve to combat unemployment and secure
a brighter future for every citizen. The Congress party's determined
commitment to youth empowerment is poised to reshape the
landscape of the nation's workforce, offering a beacon of hope and a
gateway to success for millions of aspiring individuals.

Rahul Gandhi's visionary leadership, coupled with the Congress
party's staunch dedication to the welfare of youth, stands as a
testament to their belief in the boundless potential of the nation. As
these vacant government jobs are filled and the dreams of 10 lakh
young individuals are transformed into reality, the Congress party's
resounding message of empowerment will reverberate across the
nation, inspiring a generation and laying the foundation for a brighter
and more prosperous tomorrow.

Introducing the Remarkable "Yuva Nidhi Scheme"

Under the awe-inspiring Yuva Nidhi Scheme, an astounding monthly
stipend of a staggering three thousand rupees awaits every graduate
for two years. However, that is not all! Diploma holders will also
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receive a phenomenal monthly grant of fifteen hundred rupees,
further amplifying their journey towards excellence.

Introducing the "Anna Bhagya Scheme"

In a revolutionary endeavour to combat hunger and uplift the
underprivileged, Congress will provide the remarkable "Anna Bhagya
Scheme." This ground-breaking initiative exemplifies the profound
commitment to eradicating food insecurity by ensuring that every
Below Poverty Line (BPL) cardholder in the state will receive an
invaluable lifeline of sustenance. Under the resplendent umbrella of
the "Anna Bhagya Scheme," a resounding message of compassion and
empowerment echoes across the length and breadth of Karnataka.
With its resolute objective to provide a beacon of hope, this scheme
will bestow upon each deserving individual the gift of nourishment —
ten kilograms of wholesome rice, free of cost, every month.

Introducing the "Gruha Jyothi Scheme"

"Gruha Jyothi Scheme" - a visionary undertaking that promises
unparalleled availability and accessibility of electricity to every home
in Karnataka. "Gruha Jyothi Scheme" represents a monumental leap
towards empowerment and progress. Recognising electricity's
indispensable role in transforming lives, this pioneering initiative aims
to create a state where no household is deprived of its illuminating
touch. Two hundred units of electricity will be completely free to the
people of Karnataka. Gone are the days when the burden of energy
bills weighed down upon the common citizens. This scheme will uplift
the lives of individuals and families, liberating them from the shackles
of exorbitant energy costs.

Revolutionizing Farmer Support

With resolute dedication, Congress will introduce a ground-breaking
initiative that will elevate the lives of farming communities and ensure
their prosperity. The visionary plan will entail allocating a staggering
amount of 1.5 lakh crore rupees exclusively for the holistic assistance
of farmers. This substantial financial support will enable them to
overcome challenges, adopt modern techniques, and enhance their
productivity manifold.

Recognising the pivotal role of dairy farmers, Congress will bolster
their efforts by increasing the milk subsidy from five to seven. This
move aims to give them the deserved remuneration for their hard
work and encourage the growth of this vital sector. In order to
mitigate the risks faced by farmers due to unpredictable natural
calamities, Congress pledges to establish a dedicated fund of 5
thousand crore rupees for agricultural insurance. This safety net will
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ensure that if their land or crops suffer damage, the government will
step in and provide timely compensation, offering solace in times of
distress.

The Congress party seeks to empower farmers, safeguard their
livelihoods, and enable them to thrive in an increasingly challenging
agricultural landscape through these progressive measures. Congress
firmly believes that by investing in their well-being and security, they
are investing in the sustainable growth and progress of the nation.

Conclusion

The Karnataka assembly election of 2023 marked a watershed
moment in the convergence of media and politics, where social media
platforms played an unprecedented role in shaping public opinion and
redefining the contours of political discourse. The political parties,
particularly the Congress, BJP and Janta Dal (Secular), demonstrated
remarkable prowess by harnessing the power of social media to
establish direct lines of communication with the electorate and mould
their campaigns in transformative ways.

Through captivating content, precisely targeted advertisements, and
vigilant monitoring of online discourse, these parties successfully
harnessed the transformative potential of social media to engage and
mobilise first-time voters. The speeches delivered by Rahul Gandhi
during the election campaign showcased his charismatic oratory skills,
persuasive techniques, and public engagement strategies,
highlighting the power of political communication on digital
platforms.

Overall, this research paper demonstrates the immense impact of
social media and digital spaces on modern political campaigns,
highlighting the need for innovative strategies, connectivity, and
relentless engagement to shape public opinion and secure electoral
victories in the digital era. It underscores the significance of political
communication and the transformative power of social media
platforms in shaping the course of political discourse and mobilising
the electorate.
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