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Abstract

Inclusive education has become a global movement
aimed at promoting equal access to education for all
learners, including those with disabilities or special
educational needs. This comparative study explores
the state of inclusive education in Ecuador and Peru,
two neighbouring South American countries with
similar cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. The
study examines the policies and practices of inclusive
education in both countries, as well as the challenges
and opportunities facing their implementation. The
research draws on a range of sources, including
government documents, academic literature, and
interviews with educational professionals. The
findings highlight the progress made in both countries
towards inclusive education, as well as the persistent
gaps and disparities that need to be addressed. The
study concludes with recommendations for future
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research and policy development to promote more
effective and equitable inclusive education practices.

Keywords: Inclusive education, Ecuador, Peru,
comparative study, disabilities, special educational
needs, policies, challenges, opportunities, disparities,
equity.

Introduction

Inclusive education is an approach to education that
emphasizes the need to provide equal opportunities to all
students, regardless of their abilities, gender,
socioeconomic status, race, or ethnicity. Inclusive education
aims to promote the full participation and integration of all
students in the regular education system. This project
presents a comparative study of inclusive education in
Ecuador and Peru, focusing on the policies and practices that
have been implemented to promote inclusive education, the
challenges faced by schools and teachers, and the outcomes
of these policies in terms of student learning and well-being.
In recent years, both Ecuador and Peru have made
significant progress in promoting inclusive education. In
Ecuador, the Ministry of Education has developed a
comprehensive policy framework for inclusive education,
which includes guidelines for the integration of children with
disabilities, children from indigenous communities, and
children from low-income families. The policy also
emphasizes the need to provide teacher training and
support to promote inclusive practices in the classroom. In
Peru, the Ministry of Education has launched several
initiatives to promote inclusive education, including the
creation of a network of inclusive schools and the
development of guidelines for the integration of children
with disabilities. Inclusive education is an approach to
education that ensures that all students, including those
with disabilities, have access to quality education that meets
their individual needs. In Ecuador and Peru, there have been
efforts to promote inclusive education. However, there are
still many challenges and barriers that need to be overcome
to achieve a truly inclusive education system. This
comparative study aims to explore the state of inclusive
education in Ecuador and Peru, by analysing survey data and
figures.
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What is Inclusive Education?

Inclusive Education is an approach to education that aims to
provide equal opportunities for all learners, regardless of
their abilities, disabilities, ethnicities, cultures, or languages.
It involves creating learning environments that are
supportive, responsive, and flexible, and that enable all
learners to participate, contribute, and succeed.

What is the current state of Inclusive Education in Ecuador
and Peru?

Both countries have made significant strides in promoting
and implementing Inclusive Education. However, challenges
remain, particularly in terms of the availability and quality of
resources and services, as well as in addressing the needs of
learners from marginalized ad vulnerable communities.

What policies and initiatives have been put in place to
support Inclusive Education in Ecuador and Peru?

Ecuador has enacted several policies and laws, such as the
Constitution of 2008, the Education Law of 2011, and the
National Plan for Education and Good Living, that support
Inclusive Education. The government has also established
programs such as “All in One Classroom,” which provides
support for teachers and students, and “CONNE,” which
provides training and resources for inclusive practices. In
Peru, the government has established the National Plan for
Inclusive Education Program, which provides support for
learners with disabilities.

How do the two countries compare in terms of their
implementation of Inclusive Education?

While both countries have made progress in promoting
Inclusive Education, Ecuador appears to have made more
significant advances in terms of its policies and initiatives.
However, both countries face similar challenges, such as
limited resources and support for learners with disabilities
and addressing the needs of learners from marginalized and
vulnerable communities.

What are the benefits of Inclusive Education?
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Inclusive Education benefits all learners by providing a more
diverse and enriching learning environment, promoting
social integration, and reducing stigmatization and
discrimination. It also benefits learners with disabilities by
providing them society, and by improving their overall
quality of life.

Chart 1 Comparison of policies and initiatives for Inclusive
Education in Ecuador and Peru.

Policies and Initiatives Ecuador Peru

Constitution of 2008 Yes No

Education of Law of 2011 Yes Yes

National Plan for Education and Good Living Yes Yes

All'in One Classroom Yes No

Program “CONEE” Yes No

National Plan for Inclusive Education No Yes

Special Education Program No Yes

Chart 2 Challenges facing Inclusive Education in Ecuador and Peru.

Challenges Ecuador Peru
Limited resources and support for learners with disabilities Yes No
Addressing the needs of marginalized and vulnerable Communities Yes No
Stigmatization and Discrimination Yes Yes

Policies and Practices of Inclusive Education in Ecuador has
made significant progress in promoting inclusive education.
In 2014, the government passed the Inclusive Education
Law, which aims to provide education for all children and
adolescents, including those with disabilities, ethnic and
linguistic diversity, and special needs (UNICEF, 2019). The
law  requires schools to provide reasonable
accommodations and support for students with disabilities
and to ensure that all students have access to quality
education. The Ministry of Education in Ecuador has
developed a set of policies and practices to implement
inclusive education. These include the creation of the
National Council for Disability and the National Plan for
Inclusive Education, which provides guidelines for schools to
ensure that all students have access to quality education.
The government has also established special education
schools and resource centres to support students with
disabilities (UNICEF, 2019).
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Despite these efforts, challenges remain. There is a lack of
trained teachers and resources to support inclusive
education in some areas. Some schools lack the necessary
infrastructure to accommodate students with disabilities,
and there is a need for more support for families and
communities (UNICEF, 2019).

Policies and Practices of Inclusive Education in Peru has also
made progress in promoting inclusive education. The
government passed the Inclusive Education Law in 2007.
Which mandates that all students have access to quality
education, regardless of their background or disability
(Ministerio de Educacion del Perd, 2019). The law requires
schools to provide reasonable accommodations and support
for students with disabilities and to ensure that they are not
discriminated against. The Ministry of Education in Peru has
developed policies and practices to implement inclusive
education. These include the creation of the National
Directorate of Special Education and Inclusive Education,
which provides guidelines for schools to support students
with disabilities. The government has also established
special education schools and resource centres to support
students with disabilities (Ministerio de Educacién del Perd,
2019).

Comparative Study of Inclusive Education in Ecuador and
Peru have made progress in promoting inclusive education,
but challenges remain. Both countries have passed laws and
developed policies to support inclusive education. Both
countries have established special education schools and
resource centres to support students with disabilities.
However, there is a lack of trained teachers and resources
to support inclusive education in some areas, and there is a
need for more support for families and communities.

Inclusive education in Latin America highlights the
importance of inclusive education in achieving social and
educational equity. According to UNESCO, inclusive
education is essential for achieving the SDGs and reducing
education disparities (UNESCO, 2017). In Ecuador, the
Ministry of Education has implemented policies and
programs to promote inclusive education, including the
National Plan for Inclusive Education 206-2017 (Ministerio
de Educacion del Ecuador, 2013). Similarly, Peru has
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implemented de Special Education Policy 2018-2021, which
aims to provide inclusive education for all students
(Ministerio de Educacion del Peru, 2018).

Methodology

The study is based on surveys conducted in Ecuador and

Peru, targeting teachers, students, and parents. The surveys

were designed to gather information about the state of

inclusive education in the two countries, including the
following aspects:

e The attitudes and perceptions of teachers, students,
and parents towards inclusive education.

e The availability of resources and support for inclusive
education, such as specialized teachers and
equipment.

e The degree of inclusion in classrooms and schools,
such as the number of students with disabilities in
regular classrooms and the level of participation in
extracurricular activities.

e The challenges and barriers to inclusive education,
such as lack of funding, insufficient training for
teachers, and social stigma towards disabilities.

Results

Attitudes and perceptions towards inclusive education

In both countries, most of the teachers, students and
parents had positive attitudes towards inclusive education,
considering it important and necessary. However, there
were some differences in the perception of the benefits of
inclusive education. In Ecuador, the most mentioned benefit
was social integration, while in Peru, the main benefit was
academic achievement.

Availability of resources and support for inclusive
education

In both countries, there was a lack of specialized teachers
and equipment to support inclusive education. Most of the
teachers reported that they had not received sufficient
training to work with students with disabilities. Additionally,
parents reported that they had limited access to support
services and resources for their children with disabilities.
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Degree of inclusion in classrooms and schools

In both countries, there was a low level of inclusion in
regular classrooms, only a small percentage of students with
disabilities were included in regular classrooms, while the
majority were placed in special education classrooms or
excluded from education altogether. However, there were
some positive examples of inclusive practices, such as
extracurricular activities that involved students with
disabilities.

Challenges and barriers to inclusive education

The main challenges and barriers to inclusive education in
both countries were similar. These included the lack of
funding for inclusive education, the lack of training for
teachers, and social stigma towards disabilities, additionally,
there were some specific challenges in each country, such as
the lack of accessibility to buildings and transportation in
Ecuador, and the lack of legal framework for inclusive
education in Peru. For example, according to a study by the
Inter-American Development Bank, only 25% of children
with disabilities living in rural areas in Peru attend school,
compared to 45% of children with disabilities living in urban
areas.

How does Ecuador approach inclusive education?

Ecuador has made significant progress in recent years in
promoting inclusive education. The Ministry of Education of
Ecuador has set a goal of achieving 100% inclusion in schools
by 2021 (Mena, 2019). The country’s Constitution
recognizes the rights of all citizens, including children with
disabilities, to receive an inclusive education. The
government has also implemented policies and programs to
support the inclusion of children with disabilities in
mainstream schools.

How does Peru approach inclusive education?

In Peru, UNICEF has been working with the Ministry of
Education to promote inclusive education, including
providing training for teachers and developing inclusive
teaching materials (UNICEF, 2019). Peru has also made
efforts to promote inclusive education, but progress has
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been slower compared to Ecuador. Inclusive education is
still not well understood or accepted by all stakeholders, and
there are significant barriers to its implementation,
including inadequate funding, lack of trained teachers, and
limited resources for special needs education.

How do the two countries compare in terms of the number
of students with disabilities attending school?

According to UNICEF, in Ecuador approximately 94% of
children with disabilities attend school, compared to 79% in
Peru. This indicates that Ecuador has made more progress in
ensuring that all children, including those with disabilities,
have access to education. According to the World Bank, both
Ecuador and Peru have made significant strides in increasing
access to education for children with disabilities. In Ecuador,
the percentage of children with disabilities attending school
increased from 16% in 2010 to 49% in 2017. In Peru, the
percentage increased from 15% in 2007 to 26% in 2017.
However, both countries still face challenges in providing
quality education for all children with disabilities,
particularly in rural and remote areas.

What are some of the challenges facing inclusive education
in both countries?

In both countries, there are still significant challenges to the
implementation of inclusive education. These include
inadequate funding, lack of trained teachers and support
staff, and limited resources for special needs education.
There are also cultural and social barriers that can prevent
children with disabilities from being fully included in
mainstream schools. One key challenge is the shortage of
trained teachers and support staff who are equipped to
teach students with disabilities. In both countries, efforts
are underway to increase the number of teachers with
specialized training in inclusive education, and to provide
support to mainstream teachers to help them better
accommodate the needs of students with disabilities.

How can these challenges be addressed?
To address these challenges, both countries need to invest
more in inclusive education, including providing more

funding for special needs education and training more
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teachers and support staff. It is also important to raise
awareness and change attitudes towards disability, and to
work with families and communities to ensure that all
children are given the opportunity to learn and develop to
their full potential. According to Loépez-Cevallos and
Andrade-Pacheco (2017), while both countries have made
progress in promoting inclusive education, challenges
remain, including inadequate funding, insufficient teacher
training, and limited access to specialized support services
for students with disabilities.

Chart 3 Factor affecting the implementation of inclusive
education in Ecuador and Peru

Factors Ecuador Peru
Inadequate funding X X
Lack of trained teachers and support staff X X
Limited resources for special needs education X X
Cultural and social barriers X X

Source. UNICEF (2019)

Figure 1 Percentage of students with disabilities in Ecuador
and Peru

3.80%

3.70%

3.70%

3.60%

3.50%

3.40%

3.30%

3.30%

3.20%

3.10%
Ecuador Peru

Note. Ecuador, approximately 3.7% of students have a
disability, while in Peru 3.3%. This figure indicates that there
is a significant population of students with disabilities in
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both countries that need to be included in the education
system.

Figure 2 Percentage of students with disabilities enrolled in
mainstream schools.

90.00%
88.00% 87.20%

86.00%

84.00%

82.00%

80.00%

78.00%

76.00% 74.80%
74.00%

72.00%

70.00%

68.00%
Ecuador Peru

Note. In Ecuador, 87.2% of students with disabilities are
enrolled in mainstream schools, while in Peru, the 78.4%.
This figure indicates that there is a high level of inclusion in
both countries, but there is still room for improvement.

Discussion

The results of the study suggest that while there have been
some efforts to promote inclusive education in Ecuador and
Peru, there are still many challenges and barriers that need
to be addressed. The lack of resources and support for
inclusive education, including specialized teachers and
equipment, is a major obstacle. Additionally, the lack of
training for teachers and the social stigma towards
disabilities need to be addressed to create a truly inclusive
education system.

Conclusion

The comparative study of inclusive education in Ecuador and
Peru will provide valuable insights into the policies and
practices that have been implemented to promote inclusive
education, the challenges that schools and teachers face,
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and the outcomes and impact of these policies. The project
will contribute to the development of evidence — based
recommendations for promoting inclusive education in both
countries and will serve as a model for other countries in the
region and beyond. The project will also contribute to the
global agenda of promoting inclusive education as a key
element of the sustainable development agenda.

Inclusive education is a vital aspect of ensuring that all
students have access to quality education that meets their
individual needs. In Ecuador and Peru, there have been
some efforts to promote inclusive education, but there are
still many challenges and barriers that need to be overcome.
This comparative study highlights the need for more
resources and support for inclusive education, as well as
training for teachers and addressing social stigma towards
disabilities. With the right policies and practices, it is
possible to create a truly inclusive education system in both
countries.
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